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American eel
Anguilla rostrata

“Freshwater eels”-spend the
majority of their lives in freshwater

Catadromous-migrate from
rivers to spawn in the sea
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Tracking Adult Eels

“Direct observations of American
eels migrating across the continental
shelf to the Sargasso Sea”

Béguer-Pon et al. 2015



Silver Eel Migration
2015 Béguer-Pon Study

Eel Captured

Eel Released

She travelled directly east, and
then directly south.

What could that tell us about
how eels navigate for migration?

Day 20

@ Her Migration Path






Possible Factors Causing Recent Eel Declines

Historic order of impact:

. Habitat loss
. Dams and barriers
. Water pollution

. Overfishing

. Climate change

1

2

3

4

5. Hydroelectric turbines
6

7. Food web changes

8

. Parasites

(adapted from John Casselman, Queens College)



How is the American eel population doing?

In the past 20 years American eel (Anguilla rostrata)
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But looking big picture, this is only a small
amount of growth after a much longer
period of overwhelming global decline
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Dekker et al. 2003



The Hudson River
Glass Eel Project

Over one million eels caught &
released above barriers since 2008
by hundred of volunteers annually



What is The Glass Eel Project?

Fyke nets are set in tributaries of the Hudson. Each day in the spring
volunteers and students check the nets, count the eels, record the
data, and release the eels above the next barrier to migration.
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2019 was the 12th year of
the eel project!



Want to join us? F




Find the site closest to you and send us an email!

Poestenkill Troy Rensselaer
Hannacroix Creek New Baltimore Greene

Saw Kill Annandale-on-Hudson Dutchess
Enderkill Staatsburg Dutchess
Black Creek Esopus Ulster

Fall Kill Poughkeepsie Dutchess
Hunters Brook Wappingers Falls Dutchess
Quassaick Creek Newburgh Orange
Indian Brook Cold Spring Putnam
Furnace Brook Cortlandt Westchester
Minisceongo Creek West Haverstraw Rockland
Blind Brook Rye Westchester
Richmond Creek Staten Island Richmond

eelproject@dec.ny.gov
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