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State Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (SPDES)
SPDES permit renewals, reviews, and municipal 
application updates

October 7, 2021
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Outline

1. SPDES overview
2. How do I prevent my permit 

from expiring?
3. Will my permit change?
4. NY-2A application updates
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SPDES Overview
Goal: Eliminate pollution of NY 
Waters to maintain highest quality 
of water consistent with 
 Public health
 Recreation and enjoyment
 Fish and wildlife
 Industrial development

State
Pollutant
Discharge
Elimination
System
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You need a SPDES permit if...
• Discharge to a water of the state
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How do I prevent 
my permit from 
expiring?
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Permit Classifications
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Permit Classifications
Non-Significant Minors: 
Class 02 and 04

Significant Minors:
Class 01, 07, 09, and 10

EPA Majors:
Class 03 and 05

Can be administratively 
renewed

Can be administratively 
renewed, except for 
unique circumstances

Cannot be 
administratively 
renewed; SAPA 
extended

Must have timely and sufficient renewal application
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Permit Renewal Process

Permit expiration 
approaching
 DEC sends 

short form 
renewal

Permittee sends 
renewal form 
back at least 

180 days prior 
to expiration

No
public 
notice

DEC administratively 
renews permit
(Class 01, 02, 04, 07, 09, 10)

DEC SAPA extends 
permit
(Class 03 & 05)

Public 
notice
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 Required for all permittees

• DEC reviews permit history, updates EBPS score

• Gives permit a new fully effective term

 Regardless of other permit correspondence, renewal request 
form must be submitted

Short Form Administrative Renewal
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Permit Renewal Process

Permit expiration 
approaching
 DEC sends 

short form 
renewal

Permittee sends 
renewal form 
back at least 

180 days prior 
to expiration

No
public 
notice

DEC administratively 
renews permit
(Class 01, 02, 04, 07, 09, 10)

DEC SAPA extends 
permit
(Class 03 & 05)

Public 
notice
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State Administrative Procedures Act (SAPA) 
Extension
• Particularly important to EPA Majors (Class 03 & 05) 
 Timely and sufficient renewal application needed
• Permit continues indefinitely until full technical review
 Permit cannot be modified until full technical review is 

completed
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Administrative Renewal vs. SAPA
Admin Renewal

Class 01, 02, 04, 07, 09, & 10
SAPA Extension

Class 03 & 05

Permittee receives, completes, and returns short form renewal 
application & questionnaire

Processed every 5 years Processed once puts you 
into SAPA status

Renewal application is public noticed No public notice

Permit conditions remain the same
Targeted permit modifications can 
occur without full technical review

Permit requires full technical 
review in order to be modified
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Avoid having your permit expire!

180 Days
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Will my permit 
change?
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Permittee-Initiated Modification (PIM)

Permittee sends 
modification 
application to
Regional Permit 
Administrator

Request for 
simple permit 
change

Permit Modification 
(EDPM date added 
to permit)

Planned 
changes to 
wastewater or 
treatment 
system

Full application package
and full technical review 
required

Permit currently 
effective

Pe
rm

it 
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en
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d

https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html
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Department-Initiated Modification (DIM)

Department 
determines permit 
update needed,
e.g., disinfection, TMDL 
requirements Permit Modification 

(EDPM date added 
to permit)

Full application package
and full technical review 
required

Permit currently 
effective

Permit 
SAPA Extended
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Examples When NY-2A Application is Required
• Requesting a modification to a SAPA extended permit
• Requesting a modification to incorporate construction plans 

or facility/wastewater changes 
• When DEC requests a full application
 90 days to reply

 When in doubt, contact Regional Permit Administrator

https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html
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Environmental Benefit Permit Strategy 
(EBPS) Process
• Clean Water Act: Requires permits be reviewed 5 years
 DEC uses a ranking system to prioritize > 6000 SPDES 

permits
2021 EBPS Detailed Score List

• DEC will send Request For Information (RFI) letter
• Permittee submits full application package to 

SPDESapp@dec.ny.gov

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/ebpsoverview.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/2021ebpsdetails.pdf
mailto:SPDESapp@dec.ny.gov
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Key Takeaways: Renewals & Modifications
• Administrative renewal
 Must be submitted to DEC at least 180 days prior to permit 

expiration regardless of planned permit modifications
• Permittee-initiated modification (PIM)
 Must be submitted to Regional Permit Administrator
 Submit early!

 DEC reserves the right to modify your permit
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NY-2A Application 
Updates
As of October 2021
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Updates to NY-2A Application
• USEPA updated NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 122

• Required SPDES states to update their application forms

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/spdesny2amuniappl.pdf
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Updates to NY-2A Application
 POTWs greater than 1 MGD are now required to submit 3 

priority pollutant scans with each full application
 All dischargers, regardless of size, must sample for 

mercury (DEC Policy 1.3.10)
 Reach out to your permit writer/regional inspector if you 

have any questions
 For additional details, see presentation from May 2020

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/spdesny2amuniappl.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/tog1310final.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/spdesny2aslides.pdf
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Contact your
Regional Permit 
Administrator

Questions

https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html
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