Dg—Frie tategies
for Trapping

Puablic Land

By Ron Durham

For an years ] have a traple' onrone bf -

Kentucky’s state-owned and managed wildlife
management areas, the Kleber WMA. T found

Kieber in 1985 when my job was transferfed -
to nearby Lexington, Kentucky and-immiedis

ately adopted it as my home hunting area: Kle-
ber WMA has always been an excellen ' place
to bowhunt for deer, call in"a'spring’ gobbler,
“hunt for squirrels, and do some late-season

predator calling. Kleber also’ gives me’ a’ con— '
venient place to scratch that old trapper s itch

that seemds to show up every year ‘arouid late
November. I’ve had that itch for dbéut thelast
forty years and apparently the: only remedy for
it is:10 throw-a bag full of traps ‘'on my‘babk

pull on my wading boots and head tfor: my “fa~ .

vorite trapping grounds. -
The down31de 1 have always faced tfappmg:

at Kleber i is that just as the Kentucky treppmg .
season opens, Kleber WMA also heeome’s A fal -5
] _w1se, havmg someone’s prized: huntmg dog g

vorite destmatlon for many - hunters who' prefer

to hunt with dogs. Rabbit and quail season . :
: rs 10 be avoided.

open the same day as trapping season and Ken-
tucky bas always had a long' tradition-of late-.

season squirre] hunting with dogs and hunting -
foxes and coons with hounds. I have:many

times been serenaded by the song of someone ]
rabbit beagles or the baymg of a near

constructing a promising furbearer set: Thave
flushed ducks while setting traps. along‘ Kle-
ber’s streams 50 there is afso the poss1bihty that

eper

retriever. There is also a hlkmg ane
ing trail through the WNA and T’k
sionally encountered - both - hikers..,
horseback riders who have their favorite camne
friend trotting along beside them.. R

Most dog owners that I"know are very pro-

tective of their canine companions.'As & gen--
eral rule, owners of hunting dogs invest a’lot -

of trme and money in therr dogs and form a real
bond with them. They tendto not apprecrate
finding their favorite friend. .with.his toes in a
steel trap, even if the trap is not large enough to
catise any real injury to the dog. The owner can
still get their feclings or théir egos somewhat

bruised. Likewise, I gencrally don’t feel the

need to deal with an irrational dog owner
whose favorite friend ‘has just had his toes
pmched in’ one ‘of my traps.

Of course, like most trappers I Icuow T have
some traps in my arsenal that it is better if dogs

are keptat a distance. While even'a ‘Small bunt-

ing dog could probably shake off one df my #1
or #1-172 raccoon or mink traps with no prob-

‘lem or damage, a small squirrel or-rabbit dog

might get some severely pinched toes in a #2

. coilspring or double-longspring set for foxes

or.coyotes. Latchmg onto a dog of any size
Wlih oneof my beaver traps is a bad idéd, Like-

tangle with a trap-or snare intended for coyotes

.. 804 win-wid for everyone concerned i is if 1

- enjoy & p_roductxve trapping season while

avoiding latching onto someone’s favorite ca-
nine hunting pal .With that goal in mind I have

01 '_‘t'developed some basic strategles that have
while standmg ‘hip-deep in a Kleber‘ftiéam

‘worked well for me for many yéars. I have yet

to have to release someone’s dog from one of

my traps or deal with any upset dog owner

“while trapping on the Kleber WMA.

‘The most obvious answer to-my dog-friendly

- trapping problems and my goal of putting some
“fur on my stretchers would be to simply restrict

my efforts to using dog—proof traps. Box traps

- are totally safe for use around dogs and I have
used them quite effectively many times on rac- .

-coons and opossumg, Yet, while I understand

“it might be possible to catch a mink, beaver,
- fox or coyote in a box trap, I would say it is not -

that commonplace. Also, box traps are bulky

‘and carrying them very far is a real job. I only

use them when I have a hot set location close
to an access road where I can keep my carrying
distance to a bare minimum. But I do use them
when the situation warrants it.

Commercial dog-proof style traps are very
effective for raccoons and are totally dog-safe.
In the correct situation they can be a real asset
to any trapper who has to deal with dogs in his
area and [ certainly applaud their use. A trapper

can definitely add to his catch by utilizing
them. Yet dog-proof traps have their limitations
also and don’t fit many prime coon trapping lo-
cations. Relying on them too heavily would
mean walking past many prime raccoon set lo-
cations that simply beg for an old-style
foothold or snare. I still get that old trapper’s
thrill out of recognizing a trapping hotspot.and
making a creative set that connects with’ fur.
Dog-proofs also don’t help me address my dog
problem when targeting .the other furbearers
like mink, beaver, or one of Kentucky’s new
population of otters.

So while box traps and dog~proofs certamly
augment my arsenal on my dog-friendly
trapline, I still primarily rely on my traditional
longsprings, coilsprings, conibears, and snares
while trapping on the WMA. Using some basic
common-sense rules, I have adjusted my tac-
tics and with.only a little extra effort and care,
plus some creative thinking, I have been able to
effectively avmddogs and still catch some fur
First, the nose

Ifirsttry to remember that dogs live by their
noses. ‘A dog loves nothing better than to run
around.and smell things. Their ability to locate

“the source of.a smiell even at long distances is

phenomenal, It is constantly searching for and

.making decisions based on how something
‘smells, especially when the animal is 2 tramed

hunting dog. .. = . :
Most hunters keep thelr dogs penned untll it

is time to go hunting, so when released, the

hunting dog is a bundle of nerves and energy
that wants to enjoy its newfound freedom to

'run and smell whatever it can. And a hyperac-

tive:-hunting dog can throw cautron to the wind
and go fo'great measures to mves,_tlgate any un-

~usual smell it encounters. Most dogs are not

afraid of water, and certamly won’t hesitate to
wade into a creek to invesfigate some enticing
aroma that reaches their nose. I don t know ex-
actly why a huntmg dog "would want to inves-
tigate a beaver’s bank den, but last trapping
season I found dog tracks mdrcatmg one had
done that very thing. I also once followed dog
tracks a few hundred yards along my favorite
trout stream and the dog entered and exited the
stream several times. I have no idea why.
Also, any dog I have ever encountered any-
where, h1gh-bred huntlng dog or household

‘pet, is always searching for anything that

smells like food. Any smell that even remotely
triggers the dog’s food urge will draw it like a
bear to honey.
Second, curiosity

The second thing I always remember about
dogs is that they are curious animals, especially
when it comes to humans. Hunting dogs are
used to being around people and want to know

‘what the people around them are doing. They

will not hesitate to investigate the fiesh scent of



"No bait, no lure, but a plastic crawdad on a
trap located on an excellent natural funnel.

know that while the en-
“ticing bait-and-lure smell
wafting from a bucket
cubby guarded by a #220
bodygripper might work
well for attracting coons,
it is just as enticing to a
dog. I also know that
using lure and bait at a
pocket set for mink or
coon is going to draw
dogs to the set like a
magnet. If a beaver can
be attracted to the gland
lure at a scent-mound set,
then I’m certain that a
-dog ‘can smell it and be
drawn to the set also.
Quite possibly the dog
might not wade into the
“ereck to investigate the

the there is also the pos-
" sibility that it will. That’s
“a risk I choose not to
take. Dogs are dogs and

a strange person in their immediate’ vicinity

and they will track that person to see what they .
are doing, where they aré going, or whére they-
have been. On several occasions I"have been’
trailed by hunting dogs while deer hunting,”

squirrel hunting, or running my trapline at Klé-
ber: More than likely the dog just came 4Cross
my fresh scent and followed it to me. The dog
was simply curious about who I was and what
I was doing.

Bearing those factors in mind, my first dog-
friendly trapping rule is to employ a no-bait-

no-lure policy on any unenclosed trap set at

ground level or in shallow water. Therefore, T-

rely heavily on blind sets and will only use bait

or lure when I can safely enclose the trap, like

a dog-proof style trap, or place the trap out of
a dogs reach, such as a natural or homemade
cubby, or if I can elevate the trap out of a dogs
reach. For instance, a few years ago 1 found a
hollow tree on the side of the stream running
through Kleber. Raccoon tracks dotted the
bank around the tree. About five feet above
ground level, the inside of the tree had filled
with woodchips and leaves, providing a perfect
elevated natural cubby. Placing some smelly
fish bait and trap in the hollow tree, I put some
raccoon lure at the base of the tree and poured
some fish oi] down the side of the trec. The
next day 1had a very unhappy coon in this set.

[ know very well my no-bait-no-lure policy
on ground-level sets inhibits me {from pulling
out my full bag of trapping tricks, but I also

. my own scent foot-

know what one “is .

rule is.'to try to keep -

print to'a bare mini-
mum.] try to leave’
as little of my own
scent around as I'can.
that would lead a‘cu-
rious dog directly to -
one of my sets.

At water sets, I use-
the stream itself to
conceal my -scent
trail and keep a curi-
ous dog from trailing
me to a set. I enter
the stream and then
wade either up or
downstream a ways
to my chosen set lo-

‘strange smell it had lo- .
cated from either set, but .

“jou - just -never _quite.

A trap 1ns1de the streaniside hollow tree ‘makes

for a good coon and 'mink location w1th0ut balt

or lure. The three-foot chain contribiites to .
easy sct construction.

sible. If I spot a good set location on the fly, 1
will walk a ways up or down the stream bank
before entering the stream and wade to the set
location. The whole idea is to not give a dog a
scent trail to follow directly to one of my traps
or leave any of my own scent around the set to
attract the dog.

On land sets that is simply not possible,
which is why I elevate or enclosc the trap in
some fashion. -

My last rule is to utilize some sort of dog-
blocker whenever possible. This usually means
some sort of cover over the trap such as an
overhanging bank, log, tree root, or some other
feature that a fur animal like a coon, mink, or
beaver can comfortably pass under or past, but
directs a dog away from the actual trap. Most
blind sets have some sort of feature that forces
the fur animal into a funnel anyway and that
feature can also block a dog from the trap. The
trap should be placed as closc as possible to the
blocker

A longspring placed far back under an over-
hanging stream bank puts it where mink or
coon normally travel or hunt for crawdads and
keeps itaway from dogs. A mink or otter will
very likely search any hollow log lying in shal-

Jow water and a trap pushed way back into the

cation. Or if I have a
prime set location on one bank of a stream, 1
will enter from the other side and wade across

to set the trap. I make a concerted effort to not -

touch anything on the strear bank that might
hold my scent. The trap is set under water so it
has no scent for the dog to detect. I usually de-
termine most of my blind set locations during
pre-scason scouting and pre-plan a route that
allows me to stay in the stream as much as pos-

log is dog—proofcdl A large rock, log, or stump
close to the strcam bank may create a small
funnel that a only a bank-hugging mink or
coon can pass through. A mink, coon, or otter
will search under washed out tree roots for
food and a trap placed well under the root sys-
tem 1s out of a dog’s reach. A rubber crawdad

(Continued on page 16)
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Doz Friendly
and Public
(continued from page 15)

wired to a trap pan works especially well at this .

set.
I once found a small two-foot wide spring
entering the larger stream at Kleber that had

washed-out rock protruding from the bank and’

sheltering a third of the small spring. The water
in the spring was only a few inches deep and
slow-moving. Small springs entering larger
streams are prime mink and coon trapping lo-
cations. I placed a #1-1/2 longspring under the
overhanging rock and weighted it in the deeper
water of the larger stream. The next day there
‘were,large dog tracks in the mud bottom of the
spring. The protruding rock dog-
blocker had worked perfectly and
forced the animal away from'the M
longspring. The following day.”
there was a nice mink floating in
the deep water of the larger creek.”

A:couple of years ago, I found a.
 washed out bank that leff 2 tree’s-

_root system exposed. Some animal
had dug a.den into the stream bank.
inside the’ roots I had to strainand
struggle to reach far enough into.
the roet system to place a #220'in: |
the'den’s éntrance. I could barely. §
work my. way through theroot sys-
tem and there ‘was absolutely.no-
way a dog could reach the den. I
took two coofis on two consecutive
" nights from this den. Last : yeara
small- Jog leamng against- the
siream bank proved to be perfe
for a_faccoon to pass under and’
© into iy trap, but would have '
blocked any dog from stepping
into the trap. This type of funnel

tend to dig channels to help them float their
food and dam-building materials. I like to use

my #330s in these channels, but I prefer to use -

an extra-stout diving log directly over the trap
and right at the water line to force a swimming
beaver under water and into the trap. The com-
pletely submerged trap has no scent to attract a
dog, and if for some strange reason a dog were
actually to be wading in the channel, it would
be diverted by the diving log..A spare hanging
from the diving log would also work at thls‘sct

To aid in placing my traps farther qut ofa
" muskrat meal. I stick to my basic dog-friendly

dog’s reach, I have added three-foot chams to
each of them. I also carry extra three-foot
lengths of chain with connectors in case’T need
the extra length. With the extra cham Iength,

can push the trap farther back into a good blind
set location like a culvert or root ‘system Tonce -
caught a mmk ina small metal dulvert Where ,

_ mg coon but a dog is far less likely to be captured.

ameter noose just a few inches above the log
can target coons, possum, or mink, but avoid
dogs.

For many mink sets [ still prefer to use my
#110s. I like to place them tight against bridge
abutments and steep banks, where bank-hug-
ging mink tend to travel. I like them under

_overhanging banks and in tight funnels where

mink normally hunt or travel. And of course
any #110 in front of a muskrat den does dou-

_ble-duty, catching muskrats as they exit the den

and mink as they enter the den looking for a

rules but can’t imagine these small traps to be
a problem eyen if a small dog were to en-
counter one 0f them.

.The no-bait-no-lure rule basically cancels out
most of my traditional dryland canine sets with
foothold traps Also, Kentucky law prohibits
placing traps or spares.in paths
that are commonly .usted by do-
_mestic animals which eliminates
H most of my canine blind- sets.

‘Unfortunately that means setting
snares for canines is also out of
~my “playbook. There-are -few
places that a fox or coyote can
. pass.through; yet a small rabbit
beagle or squirrel dog cannot. 1
- have heard some trappers boast
:of being able to make their fox or
.coyotes traps dog-proof by short-
.ening the distance from the dirt-
hole :or scent post to the trap
which allows fox or coyotes to
be trapped but avoid dogs. I have
-never felt compelled to-test that
.theory on one of the high-priced
high-bred hunting dogs I see at
Kleber. Maybe some trapper out
there has mastered that art, but I
haven’t.

These factors mean that the.fox

point also works well with snares..

The bank'dag%nning beaver in Klgber’s stream -

' my trap was-pushed a least five. feet back into

the pipe. They allow me to place my trap far-
ther back into a baited natural cubby such as a
hollow log where a dog cannot reach. A #3
coilspring set in front of a beaver bank den is
a good beaver set; yet a #3 coilspring pushed
way back into the bank den is a good dog proof
beaver set.

Snares also work very well for smaller
furbearers while also avoiding dogs. Adjusting
the circumference of the noose and its height

{from the ground is the simplest way to keep

dogs out of them. Even a small dog’s head is
much larger and carried much higher than a
raccoon, opossum, or mink’s. Placing small
snares in tight funncls where a dog cannot pass
but smaller furbearers can.will also dog proof
them. A log crossing a stream with a small-di-

and. coyote population on the
WMA are exempt from my trapline. Putting a
dent in Kleber’s fox or coyote population usu-
ally requires some work with my predator calls
and favorite rifle.

One last aspect of trapping around hunting
dogs are the dog’s owners. Any hunting dog
that finds one of my sets is also going to have
a hunter just behind it. While most dog hunting
enthusiasts are just out to enjoy their own fa-
vorite outdoor activity and not interfere with
anyone else’s fun, there is always some sticky-
fingered fellow-out there who just can’t resist

_taking home a frec trap. And unfortunately

there is always a certain percentage of the
human population who just plain enjoy stealing
from others. [ learned this one the hard way.
Many years ago, when I first began trapping
at Kieber, [ planned on running my traplinc late



one afternoon. I was organizing my gear on my
truck’s tailgate at one of Kleber’s communal
parking areas when two hunters leading a
leashed birddog returned to their own parked
vehicle. We chatted as they loaded their dog
into the back of their truck. They both seemed
nervous when they learned I was there to run
my trapline. ,
Thinking the exchange a bit odd, I'bid them |
" farewell and started for my first set. 1 was
barely out of view of the parking areca when I
heard their vehicle start up and they seemed to
exit the parking lot in a hurry. I found out why
when I reached my first set. Dog and people
tracks crisscrossed the area. I had connected on
a big coon and the animal had made it a short
distance pulling the long pole I was using as a
drag. The coon was still there, dead-and riddled
with buckshot. The wire connecting the trap to
the drag and been unwrapped and the trap was
missing: So much for outdoor camaraderie.
Now I strive to check my- traplinc'as early in
the day as possible. Usually .I.am steppmg :
away from my vehicle by the first rays of sun-
rise. Ideally, T hope to have my line run and - any
catches removed before the dog huntcrs,ha_ye B

drown :or allowing a live: trapped -
reach enough cover to conceal 1tself [
long catch pole with 2 hook on the end fx help )
pull trapped animals froim deep w1thmhollow
- logs, culverts, overhangs, or other ‘hard-to-
reach hiding places: I haven’t lost another trap o
to thieves in many years now. : -
I don’t deny that at times I envy the w11der— ,
ness or backwoods trapper who can place his
sets unconcerned about dogs or hunters. He
can unleash his whole bag of tricks on the
furbearers in his area without restriction'and he
can utilize bait and lures without caution. Yet,
I still thoroughly enjoy my public land trapline
just as the backwoods trapper enjoys his. The
true trappers” art is to study and learn the habits
and ways of furbearers and how to effectively
trap them. I just have to study a little harder
and give some extra thought on how to avoid
dogs on my frapline and still trap my share of
fur. . :
I try to think of my approach to trapping on
a heavily dog-hunted public area like Ken-
tucky‘s Kleber WMA as just another challenge
of being a good trapper. It is always doubly sat-
isfying to lay a good day’s catch on the tailgate
and know I did it right under Mr. Rover’s high-
" powered nose.

This article was reprinted with permission of the author and Fur Taker Magazine (Vol. 48, No. 5), the
official magazine of the Fur Takers of America (www.furtakersofamerica.com).



mvschiav
Text Box
This article was reprinted with permission of the author and Fur Taker Magazine (Vol. 48, No. 5), the official magazine of the Fur Takers of America (www.furtakersofamerica.com).




