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Species Status Assessment 

Common Name: Golden Eagle Date Updated: March 3, 2025

Scientific Name: Aquila chrysaetos Updated By: MDP 

Class: Aves 

Family: Accipitridae 

Species Synopsis 
(a short paragraph which describes species taxonomy, distribution, recent trends, and habitat in 
New York): 

The golden eagle is extirpated as a breeder in New York, with the last known successful nesting 
occurring in 1970. Summer records occur occasionally and there are some, regularly-used 
wintering areas. Numbers of migrating individuals at the hawk watches at Derby Hill, Braddock 
Bay, and Franklin Mountain have been increasing since the 1980s.  

The golden eagle inhabits a wide range of latitudes throughout the Northern Hemisphere and 
uses a variety of habitats ranging from arctic to desert. It historically nested throughout North 
America (Bent 1937) but is now more common in western states (west of the 100th meridian). 
Breeding territories in the northeast U.S. are no longer known to be occupied (Katzner et al. 
2023). Golden eagles nest on rugged land features in open country, placing the nest on cliffs or 
bluffs.  

I. Status
a. Current legal protected Status

i. Federal: Candidate: 

ii. New York: Endangered 

b. Natural Heritage Program

i. Global: G5 

ii. New York: SHB,S1N Tracked by NYNHP? On Active Tracking List 

Other Ranks: 

New York 2025 SGCN status: Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
COSEWIC: Not listed in Canada 
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IUCN Red List: Least Concern 
Northeast Regional SGCN: RSGCN 

Status Discussion: 

II. Abundance and Distribution Trends

Region Present? Abundance Distribution Time 
Frame 

Listing 
status or 
S-Rank

SGCN? 

North America Yes Increasing Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 
trend for 
US 

Northeastern 
US Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown RSGCN 

New York Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown E 

Connecticut Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown SNA 

Massachusetts Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown S1N 

New Jersey Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown S4N 

Pennsylvania Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown S5N,S4M 

Vermont Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown SNA 

Ontario Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown S1B,S4N 

Quebec Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown S3B 
Column options 
Present?: Yes; No; Unknown; No data; (blank) or Choose an Item 
Abundance and Distribution: Declining; Increasing; Stable; Unknown; Extirpated; N/A; (blank) or Choose an item 
SGCN?: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item 

Monitoring in New York 

(specify any monitoring activities or regular surveys that are conducted in New York): 

Trends Discussion 

(insert map of North American/regional distribution and status): 
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Figure 1: Breeding range for golden eagle (eBird). 
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Figure 2: Full (year-round) range for golden eagle (eBird). 
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Figure 3: Trends, by state, for golden eagle (ebird). 
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III. New York Rarity
(provide map, numbers, and percent of state occupied) 

Figure 4: NYS breeding range for golden eagle (eBird). 

Details of historic and current occurrence: 

The first Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) (1980-85) documented occupancy in 8 blocks, 0.1% of the 
survey blocks statewide (Andrle and Carroll 1988). The second BBA (2000-05) documented 
occupancy in 9 blocks, 0.2% of the survey blocks statewide (McGowan and Corwin 2008). 

The third BBA (2020-25) is currently underway and utilizes a different number and layout of 
survey blocks across New York, making direct comparison with the first two Atlases difficult. 
There were 5,333 blocks in the first and second BBAs, and there are 5,710 blocks in the current 
BBA, of which 1,815 are considered priority blocks. To date, golden eagle has been 
documented in 2 priority blocks, 0.1% of all priority blocks statewide during the third BBA (NY 
BBA III Overview, 2024). 

New York’s Contribution to Species North American Range: 

Percent of North American 
Range in NY 

Classification of NY 
Range 

Distance to core population, if 
not in NY 

1-25%
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Column options 
Percent of North American Range in NY: 100% (endemic); 76-99%; 51-75%; 26-50%’ 1-25%; 0%; Choose an item 
Classification of NY Range: Core; Peripheral; Disjunct; (blank) or Choose an item 

IV. Primary Habitat or Community Type
(from NY crosswalk of NE Aquatic, Marine, or Terrestrial Habitat Classification Systems): 

NatureServe broad habitat types: Woodland - Conifer, Grassland/herbaceous, Savanna, Desert, 
Alpine, Woodland - Mixed, Cliff, Woodland - Hardwood, Tundra 

NY Natural Heritage Communities: Acidic talus slope woodland, Boreal heath barrens, Cliff 
community 

Habitat or Community Type Trend in New York 

Habitat 
Specialist? 

Indicator 
Species? 

Habitat/ Community 
Trend 

Time frame of Decline/ 
Increase 

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 
Column options 
Habitat Specialist and Indicator Species: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 
Habitat/Community Trend: Declining; Stable; Increasing: Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 

Habitat Discussion: 

The Golden Eagle prefers wild, remote mountainous areas with open habitat where small game 
is abundant, and cliffs are available for nesting (Andrle and Carroll 1988). Most of the historical 
nests in New York were placed on inaccessible cliff ledges with a protective overhang. One nest 
in the Adirondacks was placed 90 feet above the ground in a large White Pine tree. The pair 
may have several alternate nests and may use the same nest in consecutive years or shift to an 
alternate nest within their vast hundred square mile territory (Spofford 1971a). 

Golden eagles generally inhabit open and semi-open country such as prairies, sagebrush, arctic 
and alpine tundra, savannah or sparse woodland, and barren areas, especially in hilly or 
mountainous regions, in areas with sufficient mammalian prey base and near suitable nesting 
sites. In Nevada, the only habitats routinely avoided by golden eagles are forests, large 
agricultural areas, and urban areas (GBBO 2010). Nests are most often on rock ledges of cliffs 
but sometimes in large trees (e.g., oak or eucalyptus in California, white pine in eastern North 
America), on steep hillsides, or on the ground. Nesting cliffs may face any direction and may be 
close to or distant from water. In Elko County, Nevada, 93 percent of nests were on cliffs, 71 
percent were at elevations between 5,000 feet and 6,500 feet, and 43 percent faced east; 84 
percent of nests were within two miles of water with desert riparian habitat (Page and Seibert 
1973). A pair may have multiple alternate nests; the pair may use the same or alternate nests in 
consecutive years. 

IUCN habitat description: 

This is the most widespread of the Aquila eagles, ranging across the Nearctic and Palearctic 
(70°N to 20°S), and fringing Indomalaya and the Afrotropics. It is uncommon to scarce across its 
range. In general, the species is sedentary, with juveniles dispersing as far as 1000km in their 
first few years. Birds occupying the mostly northerly regions (>65°N), such as Alaska, northern 
Canada, Fennoscandia and northern Russia, migrate south. In the Nearctic there are 
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southwards movements to southern Alaska and southwest USA in September, via regular 
flyways, in particular through southwest Alberta. In the Palearctic, movements occur in a broad 
front to wintering areas in southeast Europe, the Russian steppes, Mongolia, northern China 
and Japan. Juveniles and immatures will go as far as North Africa (Ferguson-Lees and Christie, 
2001). The species occupies a wide range of flat or mountainous, largely open habitats, often 
above the tree line, from sea level to 4000m. In the Himalayas it has been recorded as high as 
6200m (Watson, 2010). The species’s diet is very broad, taking mammals, birds, reptiles, fish, 
amphibians, insects and carrion variously, depending on the regional prey availability. Prey 
taken are usually 0.5-4.0 kg and the species can hunt in pairs or small groups (Ferguson-Lees 
and Christie, 2001). Nesting occurs on cliff ledges and where these are not available, in large 
trees or similar artificial structures. In central and southeastern Mongolia, birds regularly nest on 
the ground (Ellis 2020). Nests are constructed from sticks and are added to in successive years, 
growing to 2 m in diameter. The breeding season spans March – August throughout the majority 
of its range, and in southern areas begins as early as November; whilst in the most northerly 
regions it will start as late as April (Ferguson-Lees and Christie, 2001). 

V. Species Demographics and Life History
Breeder 
in NY? 

Non-
breeder in 
NY? 

Migratory 
Only? 

Summer 
Resident? 

Winter 
Resident? 

Anadromous/ 
Catadromous? 

Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 
Column options 
First 5 fields: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 
Anadromous/Catadromous: Anadromous; Catadromous; (blank) or Choose an item. 

Species Demographics and Life History Discussion 

(include information about species life span, reproductive longevity, reproductive capacity, age 
to maturity, and ability to disperse and colonize): 
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VI. Threats

Table 1. Threats to golden eagle.

Threat Level 1 Threat Level 2 Threat Level 3 Spatial 
Extent 

Severity Immediacy Trend Certainty 

1. Residential and
Commercial

1.1 Housing & Urban 
Areas 

- Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

3. Energy Production
& Mining

3.3 Renewable 
Energy 

3.3.2 Wind farms Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

4. Transportation &
Service Corridors

4.1 Roads & 
Railroads 

- Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

4. Transportation &
Service Corridors

4.2 Utility & Service 
Lines 

4.2.1 Power & service lines Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

5. Biological
Resource Use

5.1 Hunting & 
Collecting Terrestrial 
Animals 

5.1.4 Poaching/persecution of 
terrestrial animals 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

6. Human Intrusions &
Disturbance

6.1 Recreational 
Activities 

6.1.3 Recreational use of cliffs and 
rock faces 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

7. Natural System
Modifications

7.3 Other Ecosystem 
Modifications 

7.3.2 Vegetation succession Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 
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Are there regulatory mechanisms that protect the species or its habitat in New 
York? 

Yes: ✔ No: Unknown: 

If yes, describe mechanism and whether adequate to protect species/habitat: 

This species is included in the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 U.S.C. 703-712) and is 
protected as a native species under the NYS Environmental Conservation Law. It also receives 
additional protections as a species listed as Endangered in New York State. 

Describe knowledge of management/conservation actions that are needed for 
recovery/conservation, or to eliminate, minimize, or compensate for the identified 
threats: 

Table 3. Recommended conservation actions for golden eagle. 

Action 
Category Action Description 

C.10 Institutional
Development

C.10.2.0.0 External
support and
organizational
development

Alliance and Partnership Development 
(support and participate in international 
golden eagle conservation efforts). 

B.3 Outreach B.3.1.4.0 Public outreach
and information

Awareness & Communications 
(educational materials) 

C.6 Design and
Plan Conservation

C.6.5.0.0 Conservation
planning

-Resource/Habitat Protection

C.6 Design and
Plan Conservation

C.6.2.2.0 Acquire title for
conservation purposes

-Site/Area protection (acquisition)

C.6 Design and
Plan Conservation

C.6.2.3.1 Conservation
easements

-Site/Area protection (easements)

VII. References

This SSA drew heavily from these resources: 
eBird. 2024. eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web application]. 
eBird, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://www.ebird.org. [Accessed: 
11/25/2024]. 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/conservation-actions-classification-scheme
http://www.ebird.org/


11 
 

Ziolkowski Jr., D.J., Lutmerding, M., English, W.B., and Hudson, M-A.R., 2024, North American 
Breeding Bird Survey Dataset 1966 - 2023: U.S. Geological Survey data release, 
https://doi.org/10.5066/P136CRBV. 

New York Natural Heritage Program, State University of New York College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry. 2024. Element Occurrence and Element Dataset. Albany, New York. 
[Exported 11/20/2024]. 

NatureServe. 2024. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web application]. 
Version 7.1. NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. http://www.natureserve.org/explorer. [Accessed 
11/20/2024]. 

Additional references: 

American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU). 1983. Check-list of North American Birds, 6th edition. 
Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas. 877 pp.  

Andrle, Robert F. and Janet R. Carroll, editors. 1988. The atlas of breeding birds in New York 
State. Cornell University Press. 551 pp.  

Bates, J. W., and M. O. Moretti. 1994. Golden eagle (AQUILA CHRYSAETOS) population 
ecology in eastern Utah. Great Basin Nat. 54:248-255. 

Bednarz, J. C., D. Klem Jr., L. J. Goodrich, and S. E. Senner. 1990. Migration counts of raptors 
at Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania, as indicators of population trends, 1934-1986. The Auk 
107:96-109. 

Beecham, J. J., and M. N. Kochert. 1975. Breeding biology of the golden eagle in southwestern 
Idaho. Wilson Bulletin 87:506-513. 

Bent, A. C. 1937. Life histories of North American birds of prey, Pt. 1. U.S. Natl. Mus. 
Bull. 167. 

Biosystems Analysis, Inc. 1989. Endangered Species Alert Program Manual: Species Accounts 
and Procedures. Southern California Edison Environmental Affairs Division. 

Brandes, D., and D.W. Ombalski. 2004. Modeling raptor migration pathways using a fluid-flow 
analogy. Journal of Raptor Research 38:195-207. 

Britten, M. W., C. L. McIntyre, and M. Kralovec. Satellite radiotelemetry and bird studies in 
national parks and preserves. Park Science 15(2):20-24. 

Brodeur, S., R. Decarie, D.M. Bird, and M. Fuller. 1996. Complete migration cycle of Golden 
Eagles breeding in northern Quebec. The Condor 98:293-299. 

Bull, John. 1974. Birds of New York State. Doubleday, Garden City, New York. 655 pp.  

Dixon, J. B. 1937. The golden eagle in San Diego County, California. Condor 39:49-56. 

Drennan, Susan R. 1986. 86th Christmas bird count. American Birds 40(4):575-1117. 

Eaton, E. H. 1914. Birds of New York. Part 1. University of the State of New York, Albany, New 
York. State Museum Memoir 12. 501 pp.  

https://doi.org/10.5066/P136CRBV
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer


12 
 

Eaton, E.H. 1910. Birds of New York. Part 1. New York: University of State of New York. 
Albany, NY. 

Ehrlich, P. R., D. S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1992. Birds in Jeopardy: the Imperiled and Extinct 
Birds of the United States and Canada, Including Hawaii and Puerto Rico. Stanford University 
Press, Stanford, California. 259 pp.  

Fala et al. 1985. Raptor Res. 19:1-7. 

Fisher, A.K. 1893. The hawks and owls of the United States in their relation to agriculture. 
Washington U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Bull. no. 6. 210 pp.  

Harrison, C. 1978. A Field Guide to the Nests, Eggs and Nestlings of North American Birds. 
Collins, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Johnsgard, P. A. 1990. Hawks, eagles, and falcons of North America. Smithsonian Inst. Press, 
Washington, D.C. xvi + 403 pp.  

Johnson, S. R. and D. R. Herter. 1989. The Birds of the Beaufort Sea. BP Exploration (Alaska) 
Inc., Anchorage, Alaska. 372 pp.  

Katzner, T.E., T. Miller, A.J. Dennhardt, M. Field, T. Wittig, E. Mojica, M. Lanzone, M. Martell, R. 
Bailey, A. Berry, R. Dillard, D. Brandes, D.F. Brinker, B. Brown, E. Call, J.L. Cooper, A.E. Duerr, 
C.J. Farmer, S.K. Felton, J. Garvin, R. Gubler, S. Harding, M. Jones, C. Kelly, H. Kern, N. 
Kiogima, C. Koppie, J. Lemaître, M. Maddox, S. Mehus, J. Merriman, A. Mitchell, B. Parsons, N. 
Pennarola, M. Rheude, C. Rucker,  S. Rush, R. Schmitz, H. Seltzer, V.A. Slabe, E. Soehren, J. 
Wills. 2023. Conservation plan for golden eagles in eastern North America. Eastern Golden 
Eagle Working Group. 81pp. https://egewg.org/conservation-plan  

Kirk, D. A., D. Hussell, and E. Dunn. 1995. Raptor population status and trends in Canada. Bird 
Trends (Canadian Wildlife Service) 4:2-9. 

Kochert, M.N., K. Steenhof, C.L. McIntyre, and E.H. Craig. 2002. Golden Eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos). In The Birds of North America, No. 684 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). Philadelphia, 
PA. 

Kochert, M.N., K. Steenhof, L.B. Carpenter, and J.M. Marzluff. 1999. Effects of fire on Golden 
Eagle territory occupancy and reproductive success. Journal of Wildlife Mangement 63:773-780. 

Lee, D. S., and W. R. Spofford. 1990. Nesting of golden eagles in the central and southern 
Appalachians. Wilson Bull. 102:693-698. 

LeFranc, M. N., Jr., and W. S. Clark. 1983. Working bibliography of the golden eagle and the 
genus AQUILA. National Wildife Federation Scientific & Technical Series No. 7, Washington, 
D.C. xxx + 222 + 12 appendix pp.  

Levine, E. 1998. Bull’s birds of New York State. Comstock Publishing Associates, Ithaca, NY. 

McGahan, J. 1968. Ecology of the golden eagle. Auk 85:1-12. 

McGowan, K.J. and K. Corwin, eds. 2008. The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York 
State: 2000-2005. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY. 688 pp.  

https://egewg.org/conservation-plan


13 
 

Milsap, B. A., and S. L. Vana. 1984. Distribution of wintering golden eagles in the eastern United 
States. Wilson Bull. 96:692-701. 

Murphy, R. 1965. The golden eagle. N.Y. 157 pp.  

National Geographic Society (NGS). 1983. Field guide to the birds of North America. National 
Geographic Society, Washington, DC. 

New York State Breeding Bird Atlas. 1984. Preliminary species distribution maps, 1980-1984. 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Wildlife Resources Center. 
Delmar, NY. 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Checklist of the amphibians, 
reptiles, birds, and mammals of New York State, including their protective status. Nongame 
Unit, Wildlife Resources Center, Delmar, NY. 

Palmer, R. S., ed. 1988b. Handbook of North American birds. Vol. 5. Yale Univ. Press, New 
Haven. 465 pp.  

Pedrini, P., and F. Sergio. 2001. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) density and productivity in 
relation to land development and forest expansion in the Alps. Bird Study 48:194-199. 

Pendleton, B. A. G., B. A. Millsap, K. W. Cline, and D. M. Bird. 1987. Raptor management 
techniques manual. National Wildlife Federation, Sci. and Tech. Ser. No. 10. 420 pp.  

Phillips, R. L., J. L. Cummings, and J. D. Berry. 1991. Responses of breeding golden eagles to 
relocation. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 19:430-434. 

Robert, M. 1996. Aquila chrysaetos. Pages 396-399 in J. Gauthier and Y. Aubry, editors. The 
breeding birds of Quebec. Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada, Montreal. 

Root, T. 1988. Atlas of wintering North American birds: An analysis of Christmas Bird Count 
data. University of Chicago Press. 336 pp.  

Schneider, Kathryn J. 1993. Field survey to Stissing Mountain of March 2, 1993. 

Sibley, C.G., and B.L. Monroe, Jr. 1990. Distribution and Taxonomy of Birds of the World. Yale 
University Press, New Haven, CT. xxiv + 1111 pp.  

Singer, F.J. 1974. Status of the Osprey, Bald Eagle, and Golden Eagle in the Adirondacks. N.Y. 
Fish and Game Journal Vol 21(1):18-31. 

Smith, D. G., and J. R. Murphy. 1973. Breeding ecology of raptors in the eastern Great Basin of 
Utah. Brigham Young University Science Bulletin, Biol. Ser. 13:1-76. 

Snow, C. 1973. Habitat management series for unique or endangered species, Report No. 7, 
Golden Eagle, AQUILA CHRYSAETOS. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Dept. of Int., 
Technical Note, T-N-239, Denver. 

Spofford, W. 1971a. The Golden Eagle-rediscovered. The Conservationist 1971:6-8. 

Spofford, W.R. 1971. THE BREEDING STATUS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLEIN THE 
APPALACHIANS. AMERICAN BIRDS 25(1):3-7. 



14 
 

Terres, J. K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York. 

Watson, J. 1997. The Golden Eagle. T and AD Poyser, London. 

 
 
 
 

Originally prepared by  

Date first prepared  

First revision  

Last revision  
 


	I. Status
	II. Abundance and Distribution Trends
	III. New York Rarity
	IV. Primary Habitat or Community Type
	V. Species Demographics and Life History
	VI. Threats
	VII. References



