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Species Status Assessment 

Common Name: Yellow-breasted Chat Date Updated: 2024-12-20

Scientific Name: Icteria virens Updated By: tgh 

Class: Aves 

Family: Icteriidae 

Species Synopsis 
(a short paragraph which describes species taxonomy, distribution, recent trends, and habitat in 
New York): 

Yellow-breasted chat is a neotropical migrant that breeds most abundantly in southern states 
and is near its northern extent in New York. As the largest member of the family Parulidae, the 
yellow-breasted chat’s classification has been examined due to its size, unusual vocal 
repertoire, and atypical physical attributes. Its breeding preference includes a variety of open-
canopy habitats with shrubby, second-growth vegetation and thickets. This early-successional 
habitat is declining in New York. 

Across its distribution, Breeding Bird Survey data show slight but significant declining population 
trends of -0.62% per year since 1966 and -0.78% per year since 2005. Both long- and short-
term trends show significant declines in the Eastern BBS, Appalachian Mountain, and New 
England/Mid-Atlantic Coast regions (Sauer et al. 2017). It is likely that yellow-breasted chat was 
always uncommon in New York (McGowan 2008). Records scattered sparsely across the 
Appalachian Plateau, Coastal Lowlands, and lower Hudson Valley during the first Breeding Bird 
Atlas went missing during the second Atlas; occupancy declined by 78%. To date, the third BBA 
(2020-2025) has recorded breeding behavior in 23 priority blocks (NY BBA III Overview, 2024). 

I. Status
a. Current legal protected Status

i. Federal: Not Listed Candidate: 

ii. New York Special Concern

b. Natural Heritage Program

i. Global: G5 

ii. New York: S2?B Tracked by NYNHP? On Active Tracking List 
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Other Ranks: 

NYS 2025 SGCN status: High Priority Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
COSEWIC: Not listed in Canada 
IUCN Red List: Least Concern 
Northeast Regional SGCN: Watchlist [Assessment Priority] 

Status Discussion: 

Yellow-breasted chat is an uncommon and local breeder in southern New York. It is rare as a 
migrant and wintering bird. It is ranked as Vulnerable in New Jersey, Imperiled in New York, and 
Critically Imperiled in Ontario, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. The IUCN Red List status is 
Least Concern and global population trend considered stable (Birdlife International 2018). 

II. Abundance and Distribution Trends

Region Present
? 

Abundanc
e 

Distributio
n 

Time 
Frame 

Listing 
status 
or S-
Rank 

SGCN? 

North America Yes Declining Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 
trend for 
US 

Northeastern 
US Yes Declining Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 
trend 

Watchlist 
[Assessmen
t Priority] 

New York Yes Unknown Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 not 
credible 
trend 

SC; 
Yes 

Connecticut Yes Unknown Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 not 
credible 
trend 

E; 
S1B 

Yes 

Massachusett
s Yes Unknown Unknown Unknow

n 
S1B,S1
N No 

New Jersey Yes Declining Unknown 
BBS 
1966-
2022 
trend 

SC; 
S3B,S4
N 

Yes 
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Region Present
? 

Abundanc
e 

Distributio
n 

Time 
Frame 

Listing 
status 
or S-
Rank 

SGCN? 

Pennsylvania Yes Declining Unknown 
BBS 
1966-
2022 
trend 

S2B,S4
M Yes 

Vermont No Unknown - Unknow
n No 

Ontario Yes Unknown Unknown 

BBS 
1966-
2022 not 
credible 
trend 

E; 
S1B 

Quebec No Unknown - Unknow
n 

Column options 
Present?: Yes; No; Unknown; No data; (blank) or Choose an Item 
Abundance and Distribution: Declining; Increasing; Stable; Unknown; Extirpated; N/A; (blank) or Choose an item 
SGCN?: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item 

Monitoring in New York 

(specify any monitoring activities or regular surveys that are conducted in New York): 

No targeted monitoring occurs for this species. 
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Trends Discussion 

Yellow-breasted chat populations appear to be declining in the northeastern part of the range 
and increasing in the western part. Throughout its range, the species has declined by 11% 
(Partners In Flight). 

Survey-wide, Breeding Bird Survey data show slight but significant declines of -0.62% per year 
for 1966-2015 and -0.78% per year for 2005-2015. In the Eastern BBS region, the long-term 
trend is -1.02% per year and the short-term trend is -1.24% per year (Sauer et al. 2017). 
Breeding Bird Survey data for New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Ontario 
all have deficiencies due to low relative abundance, but trends and Breeding Bird Atlas data 
(where available) for each show declines and range retractions during the past 20 years. 

Numbers of birds caught in the fall at both Manomet Bird Observatory in eastern Massachusetts 
and at Powdermill Nature Reserve in western Pennsylvania from 1970 to 1988 both declined, 
albeit not significantly (Hagan et al. 1992), mirroring declines reported by BBS for similar time 
periods. 

Figure 1. Conservation status of yellow-breasted chat in North America (NatureServe 2025). 

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/575/articles/species/575/biblio/bib070
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Figure 2: Breeding range for yellow-breasted chat. Data source is eBird. 
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Figure 3: Full (year-round) range for yellow-breasted chat. Data source is eBird. 
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Figure 4: Trends, by state, for yellow-breasted chat. Data source is eBird. 
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III. New York Rarity
(provide map, numbers, and percent of state occupied) 

Figure 5. Yellow-breasted chat occurrence in New York State during the second Breeding Bird 
Atlas (McGowan and Corwin 2008) 
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Figure 6. Change in yellow-breasted chat occurrence in New York State between the first 
Breeding Birds Atlas and the second Breeding Bird Atlas (McGowan and Corwin 2008) 
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Figure 7: NYS breeding range for yellow-breasted chat based on eBird data. 

Details of historic and current occurrence: 

The first Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) (1980-85) documented occupancy in 122 blocks, 2.3% of 
the survey blocks statewide (Andrle and Carroll 1988). The second BBA (2000-05) documented 
occupancy in 27 blocks, 0.5% of the survey blocks statewide (McGowan and Corwin 2008). 
Most of the records in the second Breeding Bird Atlas were distributed across the Great Lakes 
Plain. The single confirmed breeding record was in the Shawangunk Hills (McGowan 2008).  

The third BBA (2020-25) is currently underway and utilizes a different number and layout of 
survey blocks across New York, making direct comparison with the first two Atlases difficult. 
There were 5,333 blocks in the first and second BBAs, and there are 5,710 blocks in the current 
BBA, of which 1,815 are considered priority blocks. To date, yellow-breasted chat has been 
documented in 23 priority blocks, 0.6% of all priority blocks statewide during the third BBA (NY 
BBA III Overview, 2024). 
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New York’s Contribution to Species North American Range: 

Percent of North American 
Range in NY 

Classification of NY 
Range 

Distance to core population, if 
not in NY 

1-25%  Peripheral 
Column options 
Percent of North American Range in NY: 100% (endemic); 76-99%; 51-75%; 26-50%’ 1-25%; 0%; Choose an 
item Classification of NY Range: Core; Peripheral; Disjunct; (blank) or Choose an item 

IV. Primary Habitat or Community Type
(from NY crosswalk of NE Aquatic, Marine, or Terrestrial Habitat Classification Systems): 

NatureServe broad habitat types: Woodland - Hardwood, Shrubland/chaparral, FORESTED 
WETLAND, Riparian 

Old field and managed grassland; native barrens and savanna; plantation and disturbed land 
pioneer forests. 

Habitat or Community Type Trend in New York 

Habitat 
Specialist? 

Indicator 
Species? 

Habitat/ Community 
Trend 

Time frame of Decline/ 
Increase 

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 
Column options 
Habitat Specialist and Indicator Species: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 
Habitat/Community Trend: Declining; Stable; Increasing: Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 

Habitat Discussion: 

Chat breed in dense shrubby habitats, such as old pastures, thickets, regenerating logged 
forest, and fencerows (NatureServe 2019, McGowan and Corwin 2008). They also utilize habitat 
along wet areas such as streams, ponds, and swamps. Chats nest in dense vegetation, 
generally less than 2 meters above the grounds, such as bushes, vines, and low trees 
(NatureServe 2019, Bull 1964). Ricketts and Ritchison (2000) found that chats at their study site 
in Kentucky were more likely to fledge young in nesting sites with an open overstory and dense 
understory with brushy cover below one meter. 

BREEDING: Second growth, shrubby old pastures, thickets, bushy areas, scrub, woodland 
undergrowth, and fence rows, including low wet places near streams, pond edges, or swamps; 
thickets with few tall trees; early successional stages of forest regeneration; commonly in sites 
close to human habitation. Nests in bushes, brier tangles, vines, and low trees, generally in 
dense vegetation less than 2 m above ground. NON-BREEDING: In winter, establishes 
territories in young second-growth forest and scrub (Dennis 1958, Thompson and Nolan 1973, 
Morse 1989). 
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V. Species Demographics and Life History
Breeder 
in NY? 

Non-
breeder in 
NY? 

Migratory 
Only? 

Summer 
Resident? 

Winter 
Resident? 

Anadromous/ 
Catadromous? 

Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 
Column options 
First 5 fields: Yes; No; Unknown; (blank) or Choose an item. 
Anadromous/Catadromous: Anadromous; Catadromous; (blank) or Choose an item. 

Species Demographics and Life History Discussion 

(include information about species life span, reproductive longevity, reproductive capacity, age 
to maturity, and ability to disperse and colonize): 

Breeding occurs during the second year and annually thereafter. On a southern Indiana study 
area over a 5-year period, 28% of eggs laid survived to hatch and nest success averaged 22%. 
A single brood is typically produced, though broods may be replaced after depredation (Eckerle 
and Thompson 2001). Apparent annual survival of adult male chats in British Columbia was 
65% during a 7-year banding study (McKibbin and Bishop, 2012). The maximum age of a 
banded and recaptured bird was 11 years, 11 months (BBL 2020). Nest site fidelity appears to 
be extremely low, suggesting frequent movement to new breeding sites, at least in one studied 
population in southern Indiana. In British Columbia, roughly 30% males and 10% of females 
showed fidelity to the site they were banded as an adult, and 10% of banded nestlings returned 
to their natal site (McKibbin and Bishop 2012). Further, McKibbbin and Bishop (2012) 
documented adult male dispersal ranging from 6.4-42.9 km and natal dispersal ranging from 
2.5-15.6 km for males and 2.3-2.6 km for females.  Movement during breeding season is 
extensive, at least in some populations, with new males and females appearing throughout this 
period (Thompson and Nolan 1973). Males and females that settled in both naturally and 
experimentally created vacancies in breeding populations were mostly birds moving after nest 
failure elsewhere (Thompson 1977). 

Nests parasitized by brown-headed cowbirds in small habitat patches were more likely to suffer 
depredation than unparasitized nests in large patches; nest-depredation rates were lower in 
large rather than small habitat patches, but nests in large patches were more likely than those in 
small patches to be parasitized (Burhans and Thompson 1999).  

Yellow-breasted chats are easy to detect during the breeding season but become quiet outside 
of this period. Detection may be difficult due to its dense habitat and skulking nature. 
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VI. Threats

Table 1. Threats to yellow-breasted chat.

Threat Level 1 Threat Level 2 Threat Level 3 Spatial 
Extent 

Severity Immediacy Trend Certainty 

1. Residential and
Commercial

1.1 Housing & Urban 
Areas 

- Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

2. Agriculture &
Aquaculture

2.1 Annual & 
Perennial Non-
Timber Crops 

(habitat loss) Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

7. Natural System
Modifications

7.3 Other Ecosystem 
Modifications 

(forest maturation) Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

8. Invasive & Other
Problematic Species

8.1 Invasive Non-
Native Plants & 
Animals 

8.1.1 Terrestrial animals (domestic 
cats) 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

8. Invasive & Other
Problematic Species

8.1 Invasive Non-
Native Plants & 
Animals 

8.1.2 Terrestrial plants (bush 
honeysuckle, autumn olive, multiflora 
rose) 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

8. Invasive & Other
Problematic Species

8.2 Problematic 
Native Plants & 
Animals 

8.2.5 Increased predation by 
mesopredators (increased from 
urbanization; racoons, foxes) 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

8. Invasive & Other
Problematic Species

8.2 Problematic 
Native Plants & 
Animals 

(brown-headed cowbird nest 
parasitism) 

Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

11. Climate Change 11.1 Habitat Shifting 
& Alteration 

- Choose 
an item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 

Choose an 
item. 
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Habitat loss due to succession is the primary issue for yellow-breasted chats. Although this 
warbler tolerates open, grassy areas (Johnston and Odum 1956), any activity, such as grazing, 
that leads to disappearance of dense, shrubby areas will be detrimental. Local breeding 
populations decline if secondary succession is not set back before the canopy closes in 
regenerating forest (Eckerle and Thompson 2001). General threats to the early successional 
forest/shrubland bird suite in New York include reversion of shrublands to forest; loss of small 
dairy farms; fire suppression; more intensive agriculture that results in loss of hedgerows, 
shrubs, and shrub wetlands; reversion of young forest habitat to mature forest; inadequate 
amounts of even-aged forest management or uneven-aged management with low residual basal 
area; and the erroneous public perception that forest management is harmful to birds (NYSDEC 
2005). 

Several studies indicate that small numbers of yellow-breasted chats are killed during both 
spring and autumn migration as a result of collisions with stationary objects (Eckerle and 
Thompson 2001). Loss et al. (2014) estimated that 365 to 988 million birds are killed by 
building/glass collisions in the U.S. each year, with warblers being among the most vulnerable 
taxa. They also noted that buildings collisions are the second leading source of direct mortality 
of migratory birds, following predation by feral and outdoor pet cats. Longcore (2013) similarly 
found that nearly 60% of avian mortality from collisions with communication towers and guy 
wires are warblers; chats had an estimated annual mortality <1% of estimated population size 
from mortality at communication towers. 

Neotropical migrants face additional threats on wintering grounds and during migration including 
loss and degradation of wintering habitat, exposure to unregulated contaminants, and collision 
with various structures such as powerlines, towers, and turbines. In some areas, hunting 
remains a problem (Eckerle and Thompson 2001). 
Brood parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds may affect chats less than other songbirds. 
However, research in habitat restoration areas found that chat reproductive success was 
influenced by cowbirds more so than any vegetation characteristics (Forrester et al. 2020). 

Nonnative, invasive plants negatively affect yellow-breasted chats. Ripple (2020) documented 
that prevalence of multiflora rose negatively affected chat site occupancy; increasing amounts of 
honeysuckle were related to lower diet quality (lower concentrations of triglycerides and β-
hydroxybutyrate); high amounts of autumn olive and honeysuckle increased stress 
(corticosterone levels); while increasing amounts of native plants positively influenced chat 
immune function (bacteria killing ability). 

The National Audubon Society’s climate vulnerability assessment found that, under the +3.0 °C 
scenario, the yellow-breasted chat had an overall species vulnerability status of “stable” with 
range gained in New York. Climate-related threats include habitat loss from wildfire and 
urbanization as well as decreased nesting success due to spring heat waves (National Audubon 
Society 2019). Climate change-related increases in the frequency and intensity of extreme 
weather events may adversely affect annual survival of chats but more study is needed (Huang 
et al. 2017). 
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Are there regulatory mechanisms that protect the species or its habitat in New 
York? 

Yes: ✔ No: Unknown: 

If yes, describe mechanism and whether adequate to protect species/habitat: 

This species is included in the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 U.S.C. 703-712) and is 
protected as a native species under the NYS Environmental Conservation Law. It also receives 
additional protections as a species listed as Special Concern in New York State. 

Describe knowledge of management/conservation actions that are needed for 
recovery/conservation, or to eliminate, minimize, or compensate for the identified 
threats: 

Yellow-breasted chat may benefit from the creation and maintenance of early-successional 
habitat, especially in areas where breeding occurred historically. Chat density is positively 
associated with habitat created by silvicultural treatments (Twedt and Wilson 2017, Kendrick et 
al. 2015) including clearcuts (George et al. 2019), thinning and prescribed fire (Roach et al. 
2019).  The suitability of habitat structure for chats depends on successional stage. Morris et al. 
(2013) found that chat density increased after both even-aged and uneven-aged silvicultural 
treatments but that chats were absent from these areas by 14 years after harvest. Chats are 
area sensitive and require patch sizes of at least 2.3 ha in the eastern U.S. (Shake et al. 2012). 

DEC’s Young Forest Initiative began in 2015 to increase the amount of young forest habitat on 
state-owned Wildlife Management Areas. The program may provide early successional habitat 
suitable for chats on protected, managed public lands. The program is still in the early stages 
but, to date, our survey and monitoring efforts have not detected chats using these areas. 

Action Category Action Description 

A.1 Direct Habitat
Management A.1.0.0.0 Direct habitat management Site/Area Management 

A.1 Direct Habitat
Management

A.1.1.0.0 Manage plants, animals, fungi,
or bacteria

Invasive/Problematic 
Species Control 

B.3 Outreach B.3.1.4.0 Public outreach and information Awareness and 
Communications 

C.6 Design and Plan
Conservation C.6.0.0.0 Design and Plan Conservation Site/Area Protection 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/conservation-actions-classification-scheme
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Action Category Action Description 

C.6 Design and Plan
Conservation C.6.0.0.0 Design and Plan Conservation Resource/Habitat 

Protection 

C.6 Design and Plan
Conservation

C.6.5.1.3 Develop a conservation,
management, or restoration plan for
protected private lands

Habitat and Natural 
Process Restoration 

C.9 Education and
Training

C.9.2.0.0 Training and individual skill
development

Training 

C.7 Legislative and
Regulatory Framework or
Tools

C.7.1.3.0 Create, amend, or influence
regulation

C.7 Legislative and
Regulatory Framework or
Tools

C.7.2.1.0 Create or amend policies

Table 2. Recommended conservation actions for yellow-breasted chat 

The Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy (NYSDEC 2005) includes 
recommendations for early-successional forest/shrubland birds, which includes yellow-
breasted chat.  

Curriculum development: 
____ Educate public to the benefits and need for early successional habitat including even-

aged management. 
Easement acquisition: 
____ Implement a Landowner Incentive Project for early successional birds that will direct 

$600,000 per year at conserving and creating habitat for early successional forest/shrub
birds. 

Habitat management: 
____ Work with Utilities to manage ROWs in a manner that will provide for maximum benefit 

to early successional species. 
____  Double the amount of early successional forest and shrub habitat on public and private 

land through sound planned management. 
____ Increase early successional management on public and private lands. 
____ Maintain, restore, and enhance fire adapted ecosystems. Increase use of prescribed fire 
in fire adapted ecosystems. 
____ Promote management of Utility ROWs that will provide the maximum benefit to shrub 
bird species. 
Habitat monitoring: 
____ Precisely monitor trends of all species, in particular those that are not currently 

adequately monitored. 
____ Complete an inventory and analysis for high priority focus species that identifies core 

habitats (highest abundance) and geographic areas (where appropriate). 
Habitat research: 
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____ Determine effects of viburnum leaf beetle on early successional forest/shrub habitats 
and species utilizing them. 
Population monitoring: 
____ Encourage full completion of BBS routes. 
Statewide management plan: 
____ Develop a management plan that provides guidance on maintaining, enhancing and 

restoring early successional forest/shrub bird species. 
Other actions: 
____ Develop better mechanisms for directing federal (NRCS and USFWS) funding programs 

into early successional forest/shrub habitats. 
____ Develop BMPs for forest management in riparian areas that recognize the critical need

maintain, enhance and restore early successional forest/shrub habitat in these areas. 

VII. References
This SSA drew heavily from these resources: 
eBird. 2024. eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web application]. 
eBird, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://www.ebird.org. [Accessed: 
11/25/2024]. 

Ziolkowski Jr., D.J., Lutmerding, M., English, W.B., and Hudson, M-A.R., 2024, North American 
Breeding Bird Survey Dataset 1966 - 2023: U.S. Geological Survey data release, 
https://doi.org/10.5066/P136CRBV. 

New York Natural Heritage Program, State University of New York College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry. 2024. Element Occurrence and Element Dataset. Albany, New York. 
[Exported 11/20/2024]. 

NatureServe. 2024. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web application]. 
Version 7.1. NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. http://www.natureserve.org/explorer. [Accessed 
11/20/2024]. 

Additional references: 

American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU). 1983. Check-list of North American Birds, 6th edition. 
Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas. 877 pp.  

Andrle, R. F., and J. R. Carrol, editors. 1988. The atlas of breeding birds in New York State. 
Cornell Univ., Ithaca, New York. 551 pp.  

Bird Banding Laboratory (BBL). 2020. Longevity Records of North American Birds. Version 
2019.2. Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. US Geological Survey. Laurel, MD. 

Bent, A. C. 1953. Life histories of North American wood warblers. U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 203. 
Washington, D.C. 

BirdLife International. 2018. Icteria virens. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2018: 
e.T22722057A132011103. https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2018-
2.RLTS.T22722057A132011103.en. Downloaded on 04 November 2020.

http://www.ebird.org/
https://doi.org/10.5066/P136CRBV
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer


18 
 

Bull, J. 1974. Birds of New York state. Doubleday/Natural History Press, Garden City, New 
York. Reprint, 1985 (with Supplement, Federation of New York Bird Clubs, 1976), Cornell Univ. 
Press, Ithaca, New York. 

Bull, John. 1974. Birds of New York State. Doubleday, Garden City, New York. 655 pp.  

Burhans, D. E. and F. R. Thompson III. 1999. Habitat patch size and nesting success of Yellow-
breasted Chats. Wilson Bulletin. 111:210-215. 

Cannings, R. A., R. J. Cannings, and S. G. Cannings. 1987. Birds of the Okanagan Valley, 
British Columbia. Royal British Columbia Museum, Victoria. 420pp. 

Cooper, S. W., and G. Ritchison. 2005. Nestling provisioning by male and female yellow-
breasted chats: no relationships between morphology and parental care. Journal of Field 
Ornithology 76:298?302. 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology. All about birds: yellow-breasted chat. 2019. Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Available https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Yellow-
breasted_Chat/id (Accessed: January 27, 2020). 

Eckerle, K. P. and C. F. Thompson. 2020. Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens), version 1.0. In 
Birds of the World (A. F. Poole and F. B. Gill, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, 
USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.yebcha.01 

Forrester, T.R., D.J. Green, R. McKibbin, A.M. Bezener, and C.A. Bishop. 2020. Riparian 
habitat restoration increases the availability and occupancy of yellow-breasted chat territories 
but brood parasitism is the primary influence on reproductive performance. The Condor 38. 

George, A.D., P.A. Porneluzi, J.M. Haslerig, and J. Faaborg. 2019. Response of shrubland birds 
to regenerating clearcut area and shape. Journal of Wildlife Management 83(7):1508-1514. 

Griscom, L., and A. Sprunt, Jr. 1979. The warblers of America. Doubleday and Co., Garden 
City, New York. 302 pp.  

Hagan, J. M., III, and D. W. Johnston, editors. 1992. Ecology and conservation of neotropical 
migrant landbirds. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, D.C. xiii + 609 pp.  

Harrison, C. 1978. A Field Guide to the Nests, Eggs and Nestlings of North American Birds. 
Collins, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Harrison, H. H. 1979. A field guide to western birds’ nests. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. 
279 pp.  

Harrison, H.H. 1984. Wood warblers’ world. Simon and Schuster, New York. 335 pp.  

Huang, A.C., C.A. Bishop, R. McKibbin, A. Drake, and D.J. Green. 2017. Wind conditions on 
migration influence the annual survival of a neotropical migrant, the western yellow-breasted 
chat (Icteria virens auricollis). BMC Ecology 17:29 DOI 10.1186/s12898-017-0139-7. 

Hunter, W. C., R. D. Ohmart, and B. W. Anderson. 1988. Use of exotic saltcedar (TAMARIX 
CHINENSIS) by birds in arid riparian systems. Condor 90:113-123. 

Johnston, D. W. and E. P. Odum. 1956. Breeding bird populations in relation to plant 
succession on the piedmont of Georgia. Ecology 37:50-62. 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Yellow-breasted_Chat/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Yellow-breasted_Chat/id
https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.yebcha.01


19 
 

Levine, E. 1998. Bull’s birds of New York State. Comstock Publishing Associates, Ithaca, NY. 

Longcore, T., C. Rich, P. Mineau, B. MacDonald, D.G. Bert, L.M. Sullivan, E. Mutrie, S.A. 
Gauthreaux Jr., M.L. Avery, R.L. Crawford, A.M. Manville II, E.R. Travis, and D. Drake. 2013. 
Avian mortality at communication towers in the United States and Canada: which species, how 
many, and where? Biological Conservation 158:410-419. 

McKibbin, R. and C.A. Bishop. 2012. Site fidelity and annual survival of the western yellow-
breasted chat (Icteria virens auricollis) at the northern edge of its range. Canadian Field-
Naturalist 126(2):135-142. 

McGowan, K.J. and K. Corwin, eds. 2008. The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York 
State: 2000-2005. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY. 688 pp.  

McGowan, K.J. 2008. Yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens). Pages 536-37 in The second atlas 
of breeding Birds in New York State (K.J. McGowan and K. Corwin, eds.). Cornell University 
Press, Ithaca, NY. 

Morris, D.L., P.A. Porneluzi, J. Haslerig, R.L. Clawson, and J. Faaborg. 2013. Results of 20 
years of experimental forest management on breeding birds in Ozark forests of Missouri, USA. 
Forest Ecology and Management 310:747-760. 

Morse, D. H. 1989. American warblers: an ecological and behavioral perspective. Harvard 
University Press. 384 pp.  

NatureServe. 2024. NatureServe Explorer. Page last published 11/1/24. 
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.118550/Parasa_indetermina. 
Accessed December 16, 2024. 

National Audubon Society. 2019. How climate change will reshape the range of the yellow-
breasted chat. Online: https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/yellow-breasted-chat#bird-
climate-vulnerability. 

New York State Breeding Bird Atlas. 1985. Final breeding bird distribution maps, 1980-1985. 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Wildlife Resources Center. 
Delmar, NY. 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Checklist of the amphibians, 
reptiles, birds, and mammals of New York State, including their protective status. Nongame 
Unit, Wildlife Resources Center, Delmar, NY. 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).  2005.  New York State 
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. Albany, NY. 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/cwcs2005.pdf. 

Peterjohn, B.G., and D.L. Rice. 1991. Ohio breeding bird atlas. Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, Columbus, Ohio. 416 pp.  

Peterson, R. T. 1980. A field guide to the birds east of the Rockies, 4th edition. Houghton Mifflin 
Company. 

Ricketts, M. S., and G. Ritchison. 2000. Nesting success of yellow-breasted chats: effects of 
nest site and territory vegetation structure. The Wilson Bulletin 112:510?516. 

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/cwcs2005.pdf


20 
 

Ripple, K. 2020. Effects of non-native woody plant species on shrubland birds of conservation 
concern. M.S. Thesis. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Roach, M.C., F.R. Thompson III, and T. Jones-Farrand. 2019. Effects of pine-oak woodland 
restoration on breeding bird densities in the Ozark-Ouachita Interior Highlands. Forest Ecology 
& Management 437:443-459. 

Sauer, J.R., and S. Droege. 1992. Geographical patterns in population trends of Neotropical 
migrants in North America. Pages 26-42 in J.M. Hagan, III, and D.W. Johnston, editors. Ecology 
and conservation of Neotropical migrant landbirds. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, 
DC. 

Sauer, J. R., D. K. Niven, J. E. Hines, D. J. Ziolkowski, Jr, K. L. Pardieck, J. E. Fallon, and W. A. 
Link. 2017. The North American Breeding Bird Survey, Results and Analysis 1966 - 2015. 
Version 2.07.2017 USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD. 

Shake, C. S., C. E. Moorman, J. D. Riddle, and M. R. Burchell II. 2012. Influence of patch size 
and shape on occupancy by shrubland birds. The Condor 114:268?278. 

Stiles, F. G. and A. F. Skutch. 1989. A guide to the birds of Costa Rica. Cornell University 
Press, Ithaca, New York, USA. 511 pp.  

Terres, J. K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York. 

Thompson, C. F., and V. Nolan, Jr. 1973. Population biology of the yellow-breasted chat 
(ICTERIA VIRENS L.) in southern Indiana. Ecolog. Monogr. 43:145-171. 

Thompson, C. F. 1977. Experimental removal and replacement of territorial male Yellow-
breasted Chats. Auk 94:107-113. 

Twedt, D. J. and R.R. Wilson. 2017. Breeding birds in managed forests on public conservation 
lands in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley. Forest Ecology & Management 384:180-190. 

Wallendorf, M. J., P. A. Porneluzi, W. K. Gram, R. L. Clawson, and J. Faaborg. 2007. Bird 
response to clear cutting in Missouri Ozark forests. Journal of Wildlife Management 
71:1899?1905. 

 
 

Originally prepared 
by 

Kimberley Corwin 

Date first prepared August 16, 2012 
First revision January 28, 2014 (Samantha Hoff) 
Second revision December 9, 2020 (Katherine Yard) 

 


	Yellow-breasted chat SSA
	I. Status
	II. Abundance and Distribution Trends
	III. New York Rarity
	IV. Primary Habitat or Community Type
	V. Species Demographics and Life History
	VI. Threats
	VII. References





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		yellow-breasted chat SSA.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 1







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Failed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



