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In discussions with NYDEC, you have urged us to address the dust and noise 
concerns raised by Norlite's neighbors. These issues and our corrective 
action program were discussed in detail with Mayor Signoracci in a recent 
meeting. In addition to the corrective actions agreed to with NYDEC, we 
will also pursue the use of special infra-red motion detectors on the site 
vehicles and a revised mining plan for the quarry to reduce noise. Truck 
traffic on Saratoga Street will also be reduced. 

Attached is a copy of a press release from the Mayor wherein he discusses 
these corrective actions and the City's support of an Industrial 
Development Revenue Bond financing program for Norlite. The Cohoes 
Industrial Development Agency passed a resolution in a meeting on February 
27 supporting such project financing. Also attached is an article from The 
Daily Gazette describing the meeting. 

We appreciate your emphasizing to us the importance and necessity for 
addressing the concerns that Norlite's neighbors have had regarding dust 
and noise from its operations. Be assured that we are addressing those 
issues. 

If you have any questions on the above or on our activities at Norlite, 
please call me. 

Very truly yours, 

Norlite Corporatiom 

Donald W. Faul 
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STATEMENT BY MAYOR ROBERT D. SJ&NORACCI 

TO THE IDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGARDING 

NORLITE CORPORATION 

February 27, 1992 



- --
&ood 1110rn1ng. As ¥OU an aware. the Nor11te Corporation his been· sold ·to 

• 
Pmer1c~n Nu Kem Corporation. During the course of this transactfon the t.it.y 

• established contact with--:- the new ·owners in order to assure thatthe concerns 
~ !. 1 .. ; 

of the City regard1n; the operations of this fec111~ were adequate1y addrtssad. 

· These concerns encompassed all phases of th~ operation. but for.us.cl prtmart1y 

fn the following areas: environmental impact 9enera11i and on ·the.adjoining 

neighborhoods speciffca11Yi economic impact, particu1ar1y regard1ng any ~h(nge 
. , 

1n ·the 1~v1l of jobs; public safety, especially 1n the area of id•quate fntegra-

tfon with Cohoes' emergency response pl'ans; determ_ination of the plans for 

operation and development of the facility by the new owners. 

During these discussions the City obtained an agreement from the new management 
. 

of N~r1ite to 1nsta11. ne~ ~ust suppression systems as ,rell as mdify1ng operations 

so as to reduce and nearly tota11y eliminate truck traffic from the p1ant onto 

Saratoga Street. Additionally. the company has honor1d our request to investigate 

alternative warning devices which signal wh@n h!avy equipment 11 backing up. 

Feder•l O~HA regu1at1ons require the use of warning devices on heavy equipment 

to prevent 1njurfes to personne1 wben the equipment is moving backward. The ~ew 
• 

infrared back-up d•vice, would reduce the noise 11soc1ated with the mcvement of 

heavy equipment by ' g1vin; off the a1ann only when I person was detected behind 

the veh1c11: Further. the company w111 be h1r1ng a mining consu,tant to investi­

gate new methods of ~1n1n; the quarry on the site which hopefully _w111 reduce 
. . . 

the noise and v1o1atfons associated with that ~speet of the operation. 

In the areas of tconomic development and public safety, Norlite has agreed to . . . . 
contribute over $50,000 a year for the next ten 1ears in order to assist the C1t.Y 

1n upgrading ind maintaining tdequate hazardous mater1a1 ra~pons• •~ufpment and . . 
training as well 1s to he1p offset the cost of the corrmunft.y wide economic develop• 

ment program whfch the City 1s initfat1ng as part of fts revised "-~tar Plan. 
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, Further, -Nor11te has agrHd to establish wfth the c1iy an o~;o1na program 

to r1so~v1 .1af1t,y conc•rns as the,y arise and have pledged fu11 cooperit1on with 
. ~ -· .

the Fire Chfef 1n compl11ng w1th. i11 req41red safety 1tand1r.ds ••ln addition, the 
. ·- . . 

c1iy bas been successful in having ·stringent dust, noise and safet,y l"equirements 

included as conditions of Norlftc's ~n9ofn9 °8Mrn penn1t app11"t1on. 

At fts peak, Nor11te empi~1~d·more than 60 fu11 time employees. D-6r1ni the-·pe1t 
. / ' 

few years this has declined to just 30 peop1e. Obvtously, l"eversfng th1j
r 

trend 

11 ·a priorft,y, as fs seeking to improve the overa11 economic climate of Cohoe-s 
. . 

particu1arly and the area i•nerally. As a Tesult of the major upgrade in safe\,, 

pollution control and efficiency of the operatfon which Nor11te w111 be undertaking, 

which 1n s1gn1f1cant part , w111 address the 1111"1 concerns expressed by the Cft,y,, . . 
long-term full tfme emp101JDent at the rac111t¥ fs proJ•cted l.o rfse to S8 people; 

In the imnediate future the improvements at the fac111ty w111 provide ·employment 

for over 100 workers. Nor11te hes agreed 1n &11 phases of 1ts opertt1on to use 

1oca1 con1.r1ctors and wrk.ers wherev11r possible and Lo 9h1 prtorfty tu Cuhoeifen 

where they are quaflfied for positi_(?nS 1n the Company. 

. 
Norlfte has se1e~ted Clifford H. Quay &Sons. Inc •• i local contractor, 11 the 

General Contractor for 1ts project. Among the craftsmen who w111 be employed on 

the project are workers from Local 112 - Internat1onal Assoc1at1on of 1r1dg1, 

Structural and Ornamental Ironworkers. Locai 1294 - International Brotherhood of 

Teamsters; Loci1 16 • Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen;· Locil f370 .United Bro·ther• 

hood of Cerpenters and Jo1nersi Lo~al fl05 - lnternet1onal Union of Operating 

Engineers; Local 1452 - Laborers International Union of ~orth Amerfca; Local ·1439• . 
Internat~onal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; ~nd Local f7 • United Assoc1atfon 

.of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipefitters Industr,. 

In order to undertake the improvements necess1r1 to f~plement these higher standards 

of operation, Nor1ite w111 be e~pend1ng approximately S20 ai11ion do11ars. 
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.. • ;_.... of the Industrial Development Agency. The purpose of this mee~ing ts to consider 

that reqvest. The new ~ers of Nor11te have requested that the A;ency consider 

refi~ncfng the approxinatc1y $4.2 111111ion outs1.and1ng on ex1st1ng bonds and -- · - -·- ·· - .. . 
approve the issuance ~f $20 mfllion. which would be ·used to u~rwe· the qua11ty 

and lessen the impact of the operation of the fac111ty. I wfsh' to state unequivo-

=ca11y that this authorization
•· 
in no way n,presents I cost IO the taxpayer"'°f ~ 

,. 
Cohoes. The benefit of these bonds 1s their tax exempt status, wh1ch ·reflects 

that they are issued by I public authority. Th1s makes them 110re attract1ve ·to 

potential purchasers and reduces th• ~ust of f1nancfng them. All ·costs of re­

payment and processing these bonds are patd by the Compaf\Y. In fact, the IDA 

1s entitled to receive an administrative fee which will' be used to assist 1n 
. 

other economic develo"7nent projects 1n the Cit,. Further, the City f•ces no risk 

fn the un11ke1y event of default. these Bonds are secured so1ely by the assets 

of the Company. 

In 11ght of the highly cooperative response the City has received from the new 

owner1 of Nor11te regard1ng the ongoing concerns I have set forth. l have indic,te~ 

that I was willing to have this request presented to this Board for its considP.r~tfon. 

I r~cognize that .while Norlite is a large employer within the City and r~presents 

1 •twn1f1cant economic asset 1n our comnunity, the niture .of its operation ·_in ·1 

populated area has negative aspects. Given the rea11t.Y that the ~acflfey axfsts and 

will continue to operate. I be11eve that we have a respons1b11ity to -constantly 

work to make sure that ft operates 1n a safe and acceptable manner. We also have 

a responsibility to max~mize economic growth and emp1a.vment 1n th• City. ···J be11cvo . . 
that the package of improvements which Nor1ite has agreed to make, and his already 

begun to implement, justifies this Board's serfous consideration of their request 

for assistance in fac111tatfn; their efforts to obtain f1nincfng. Thfs resolution fs 

the first step 1n that process and is necessary to begin full consfderat1on of Norlftc 

requ1st. 
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