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The reference standard from the 6 NYCRR Part 360 regulations for an urban area for A-weighted hourly-

average noise levels (L g4 y,) are:

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 67 dBA
10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 57 dBA

Although Part 360 permits monitoring for portions of an hour, the loggers were set for continuous monitoring
of A-weighted sound levels to avoid approximation of results. The loggers were programmed to compute and
record the average sound levels in time increments of one-quarter hour (Lega-tsmin)- Use of such higher
resolution time averaging permits examination of the sound level time histories in greater detail. The data
can be readily interpreted as one-hour average sound levels (L4 p,) for direct comparison to the Part 360
standards. The results show greater detail without loss of information because the hourly averages are
directly related to quarter hour averages. Confusion is avoided because the hour average over four adjacent

quarters cannot exceed the maximum value of any of the four.

Results from each logger are shown graphically in Figures 2 through 6. Each plot is labeled with a numerical
location shown in Figure 1 and is accompanied with a table of quarter-hour average values from which it is
derived. Each plot is annotated with the time duration of Norlite plant shutdown. This assists in deter-
mination of potential contributions from Norlite above the broad band background noise levels. The tables
accompanying plots for each survey location list computed 15 minute duration L average levels. In

addition there is a column listing L, for each increment. These are the single highest levels sensed in each

I'5 minute increment. They correspond to the maximum A-weighted sound level that would be displayed on

a sound level meter continuously monitoring at survey locations.

Figure 2 presents data for Location 1 at a residence at 11 Hilltop Drive at Brighton Pointe north of the
facility. Sound levels for both night and day are below the 57 dBA threshold. It is evident from the graph that

Norlite appears to have little to no effect on the baseline noise levels at the Brighton Pointe development.

Figure 3 presents data for Location 2 which is at the southeast corner of the facility. The logger was located
approximately 70 feet west of the active Canadian Pacific (D & H) railroad line. There are multiple road
crossings along the couple of miles of track running north and south through the City of Cohoes. Under
Federal Railroad Administration mandates, these types of crossings require full horn sounding. Furthermore

the full horn sound levels must peak between 90 and 110 dBA at a distance of 100 feet in front of the
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locomotive. Such short duration high levels from the railroad may not skew the data to be over the Part 360

standards which pertain to hour long averages.

Consider the highest quarter hour average level of 68.0 dBA during plant shutdown at 4:09 p.m. (16:09:07).
From the table, the single maximum level (L) during the quarter was 85.5 dBA. This illustrates how a

short duration of a single high level may not exceed the Part 360 standards.

Figure 4 presents data for Location 3 near Alternate Route 7 at the southeastern end of the Southern
Overburden Storage Area near the storm water retention ponds. Grading operations occurred during the
recording period. Grading was conducted from approximately 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, October
4, 2008. All standards are met for both day and night activities.

Figure 5 presents data for Location 4 on the west side of the quarry. Little to no plant activity affects the

overall noise levels at this location. Noise levels are within the standard.

Figure 6 presents data for Location 5 on the north side of the facility near the Bilinski Meat Packing Plant.
During the set up and spot measurements done on Friday night, October 3, 2008, a group of teenagers were
seen and heard in the area. The area shows evidence that this is a “hang out™ area for the teenagers. There
is a strong indication that the high noise levels are caused by local sources near the microphone of the logger
rather than any operation from Norlite. This is particularly evident for the data recordings during Saturday
daytime, October 4, 2008 with the facility in shutdown mode. Results were contaminated by local

contributions which cannot be attributed to Norlite. Records for this monitoring location are not reliable.

Surveys to Explore Tonal Components

Tonal Component surveys were conducted at a number of different locations in and around the facility on
Friday evening, October 3, 2008, during the remainder of the Norlite plant outage on Saturday, October 4,
2008, and also on November 1, 2008 when the plant was in full operation. These locations are highlighted

on Figure 1 as Locations A, B, C, and Vac.

Tonal surveys started with exploratory measurements at the Norlite facility to identify sound frequencies

emitted by certain major units of operating equipment that could potentially impact receivers outside the
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facility. The exclusion criterion applied was that a received component from a Norlite source at a specific
operating frequency would not exceed 40 dBA. Note that the general broadband background noise in the area
was 50 dBA. Meeting the 10 dBA margin indicates that the component examined would not be perceived

as a tonal component.

At Norlite Kiln 1 and Kiln 2 induced draft (ID) fans and the vacuum truck were selected for tonal component
investigation. Also of interest was the Finish Plant Dust Collector Fan. Measurements for both tonal
components and broad band sound were made at Locations A and B (see Fig. 1). No significant tonal
components were observed for the collector fan. Broad band sound was at a level at the nearest external

receiver within the Part 360 standards. No further investigation of this source was conducted.

High resolution measurements were made at Kiln 1 and Kiln 2 for frequency identification. Results are listed
in Table A,

Measurements in 1/3 octave bands were made at a distance of 50 feet from a vacuum truck with the defective
muffler. Results are shown in Figure 7 with throttle set at 3/4. Next measurements were made with the

throttle set on FULL. Curiously the truck made more noise at the 3/4 setting.

Figures 7 and 8 show 1/3 octave band levels in dBZ for operation at 3/4 and full throttle settings. Note that
the 1/3 octave band levels are in dBZ and thus not A-weighted. Along with each are noted A-weighted Lega
levels of 83.4 and 81.1 dBA for 3/4 and full throttle respectively. There is no error here. The vacuum truck
was found to be noisier at the lower setting. After repairs and replacement of a muffler, the truck was

substantially quieter and fully compliant with Part 360 requirements of less than 80 dBA at 50 feet.

Of particular interest at Location 1 were some sounds associated with Norlite’s operation. In late August
and September 2008 reports were received by Norlite from neighbors to the north at Brighton Pointe. They
commented that a loud periodic “humming” sound was coming from the facility. Norlite investigated the
issue and determined the sound was coming from its vacuum truck. The vacuum truck is used to remove
material from process equipment prior to maintenance activities. The use of the vacuum truck is infrequent
about once every few weeks. Depending on plant needs the unit maybe used on day or night shift. Norlite
determined the exhaust muffler needed to be replaced. A new muffler was ordered from the manufacturer

and the replacement was complete on October 8, 2008.

On November 1, 2008, off-site surveys were made at Location 1 (Hilltop Drive) and Location C to the east
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(shown on Figure ). Location C was about 450 feet west of a nearby manufacturing facility. There is a high

correlation at that location with the frequencies recorded at location 1. (See Table A.)

Despite the loss of high resolution data for the vacuum truck it is evident that no tonal components were
measured at location | above 40 dBa. In particular, components that may be related to Kiln 1 and Kiln 2 ID

sources are well below the criterion level of 40 dBA.

Inresponse to a follow-on request, a spot, high resolution survey was made on Tuesday, November 25, 2008,
at Tailfeather Court in Morning View Farms. The development is located northwest of the facility and is
shown on Figure 1 as Location D. This measurement was made with the plant in full operation and was
based on comments received from NYSDEC in its letter to Norlite dated October 10, 2008. Figure 9 shows
the only frequency (not A-weighted) recorded at the site. The adjusted level with A-weighting would be
approximately 30dBA. The recorded level is low and could not be perceived by the surveyors. The

frequency detected is presumed to be emitted from a nearby small power transformer in the area.

SUMMARY

Norlite took the opportunity of a plant wide shutdown on Saturday, October 4, 2008 to make noise
assessments of plant operations and to determine their effects on the areas surrounding the facility. During
the day of October 4 there was no noise contribution from the plant to the surrounding areas and it was
possible to evaluate background noise levels in the surrounding community. Based on comments from
NYSDEC, particular attention was directed to the Brighton Pointe development approximately 2600 feet (V4
mile) north of the facility.

The community around the Norlite facility was found to be a very active urban area with noise contributions
from activities such as vehicle traffic, rail traffic, aviation traffic, and other commercial and industrial
sources. The area is surrounded by major local, state and interstate roads including State Route 32, State
Route 7 (Alternate 7), Interstate 787, and Interstate 87. Canadian Pacific (D & H) railroad has an active
transportation line that runs along the eastern boundary of the plant. The plant is located under the approach

and departure air corridor for the Albany International Airport which is approximately 4 air miles west of
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the facility. It was found that the general broad band background noise in and around the facility is

approximately 50 dBA.

With the use of continuous data loggers, it was found that the general broad band background noise in and

around the facility is approximately 50 dBA.

In reviewing reports received fall of 2008, Norlite discovered an isolated case of a single source of noise
(humming) that could be heard and distinguished outside the facility. The source was the Norlite vacuum
truck; the truck was repaired and no tonal components from it are able to be perceived outside the facility.
Furthermore the truck is now fully compliant with the part 360 limit of 80 dBA at 50 ft from an internal

combustion source.

By participation in the exploratory environmental noise study, Norlite has been able to identify any impacts
the facility may have on the surrounding area in regards to noise. The tonal component investigations and
analyses enabled Norlite to pin point specific frequencies related to the facility operations. In doing so, it
was demonstrated that plant originated specific frequencies are not perceivable above background levels at
the critical point of reception north of the Norlite facility. It is concluded that Norlite sources have little to

no effect on the surrounding area in regards to noise and that no further investigation is needed.

ANGEVINE ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANTS, Inc.

Prepared by:

4/20/09 John J. Earshen
JIE:dmf Senior Acoustical Consultant
Att: Figures
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Figure 5. Lga1smin. Plotted in increments of one-quarter hour.

Figure 5 presents data for Location 4 on the west side of the quarry. Little to no plant activity
affects the overall noise levels at this location. Noise levels are within the standard.

Night and day limits met.



NORLITE LOCATION 4

<<< TABULAR TIME HISTORY REPORT FROM FILE 31004 >>>

Test Leocation..... Norlite
Employee Name.....
Employee Number...

Department. . cu. s
Comment...csss8s54s
Calibrator Type & Serial #... The Toggers were enclosed in waterproof
Calibrator Calibration Date.. containers and were operat1ag g$r1ng
; i 1. Handlin
METROSONICS db-3100 SN 4418 V1.7 installation and remova ba ol T
40 generated artificats in the microp .
REPORT PRINTED 04/20/09 AT 12:49:48 . b1 te
# OF PERIODS: 103 MODE: CONTINUOUS The cut-off Tines in the table separa
PERIOD LENGTH: 0:15:00 the contaminated readings.
TIME HISTORY CUTOFF: NONE
Ln(l): 90.0% Ln(2): 99.0%
DATE: 10/03/08
INT TIME Lav Lmx INT  TIME Lay Lmax
1 18:40:07 74.8  101.8 .55 : 53.9
2 18:55:07 50.3  "56:2 235 sii0i07 320 33.5
3 19:10:07 48.9° 52,2 56  8:25:07 50.5  55.9
4 19:25:07 49,4 51.8 57 8:40:07 56.2 74.8
5 19:40:07 49.5 51.9 58 8:55:07 50.0 54.3
6 19:55:07 51.8 57.8 59 9:10:07 50.2 62.0
7  20:10:07 52.9 63.5 60 9:25:07 47.5 57.2
8 20:25:07 53.5 68.7 61 9:40:07 49.8 53.3
9  20:40:07 50.0 95.3 62 9:55:07 52.1 58.1
10 20:55:07 505 53.9 63 10:10:07 52.0 57.0
11  21:10:07 52.3 66.9 64 10:25:07 57.2 73.0
12 2122507 51.9 57.5 65 10:40:07 50.5 55.2
13 21:40:07 53.6 67.1 66 10:55:07 55.3 71.3
14 21:55:07 53.6 58.3 67 11:10:07 50.0 64.9
15 22:10:07 55.5 70.5 68 11:25:07 52.5 67.6
16 22:25:07 52.5 57.5 69 11:40:07 56.4 72.8
17  22:40:07 52.3 57.4 70  11:55:07 49.1 65.0
18 22:55:07 51.6 54.1 71 12:10:07 50.8 66.6
19  23:10:07 5143 54.6 72 12:25:07 54.9 3.3
20  23:25:07 52.1 60.0 73 12:40:07 46.4 54.5
21l 23:40:07 51.8 56.7 74  12:55:07 47.7 62.9
22 23:55:07 51.1 54.8 75  13:10:07 44.8 51.9
23 0:10:07 51.6 58.2 76  13:25:07 51.0 65.8
24 0:25:07 50.8 59.3 77  13:40:07 48.2 59.2
25 0:40:07 50.3 52.8 78  13:55:07 52.1 66.5
26 0:55:07 50.4 56.1 79  14:10:07 52.9 67.7
27 1:10:07 50.5 56.9 80  14:25:07 51.3 67.6
28 1:25:07 49.5 56.9 81 14:40:07 48.1 58.4
29 1:40:07 49.1 53.7 82 14:55:07 53.0 68.9
-30 1:55:07 49.7 54.7 83 15:10:07 48.7 66.7
31 2:10:07 49.8 54.9 84  15:25:07 45.9 60.4
32 2:25:07 49.9 53.9 85 15:40:07 56.1 73.1
33 2:40:07 52.3 70.1 86 15:55:07 48.6 62.1
34 2:55:07 49.2 52,1 87 16:10:07 49.8 67.3
35 3:10:07 49.6 53.4 88 16:25:07 46,2 51.3
36 3:25:07 50.1 55.4 89 16:40:07 46.3 49.6
37 3:40:07 49.1 54,7 90  16:55:07 45.9 50.6
38 3:55:07 49.7 56.8 91  17:10:07 45,8 52.3
39 4:10:07 47.9 50. 4 92  17:25:07 46.4 51.4
40 4:25:07 48.8 52.0 93  17:40:07 46,5 54.0
41 4:40:07 49.1 54.2 94 17:55:07 46.5 54.1
42 4:55:07 48.2 53.8 95  18:10:07 46.4 48.9
43 5:10:07 49.3 56.8 96 18:25:07 46.5 48.9
44 5:25:07 49.3 55.0 97  18:40:07 47.7 52.1
45 5:40:07 50.0 54.1 98  18:55:07 50.7 52.9
46 5:55:07 49.7 53,3 99  19:10:07 50.1 57.8
47 6:10:07 50.8 54.3 100  19:25:07 50.1 71.5
48 6:25:07 51.6 61.3 101 19:40:07 48,2 50.9
49 6:40:07 52,1 56.1 102  19:55:07 48.1 50.5
50 6:55:07 52.2 61.8 103 .20:10:07 V0 1036
51 7:10:07 50.0 56.2
52 7:25:07 51.1 55.9
53 7:40:07 50.5 56.6



‘.‘ LOC. 5 , Lark St, near Bilinski Meat Packing

QO.D}O.;OZPM ....... ,.., .......... . .r_..‘...,...““,,,,,,””,”, -900
PM
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, : b -800
& s YT L R s -70.0
om
©
-60.0
-50.0
1‘%’3 20:47 04?17 11:"47 19:1470'0
Test Time
OverAll Lav = 61.7dBA
Scan Line :10/03/8 22:02:05 Lav =58.9 dBA

ﬂ

Lav

Figure 6. Lega1smin. Plotted in increments of one-quarter hour.

Figure 6 presents data for Location 5 on the north side of the facility near the Bilinski Meat
Packing Plant. During the set up and spot measurements done on Friday night, October 3,
2008, a group of teenagers were seen and heard in the area. The area shows evidence that this
is a “hang out” area for the teenagers. There is a strong indication that the high noise levels are
caused by local sources near the microphone of the logger rather than any operation from
Norlite. This is particularly evident for the data recordings during Saturday daytime, October 4,
2008 with the facility in shutdown mode. Results were contaminated by local contributions which
cannot be attributed to Norlite.

There is a strong indication that high noise levels recorded were caused by local noise sources
close to the microphone of the logger. Thus the data are not reliable.

Night and day measured levels are not within the 67 and 57 dBA limits, but cannot be attributed
to Norlite operating. Records for this monitoring location are not reliable.



NORLITE LOCATION 5§
<<< TABULAR TIME HISTORY REPORT FROM FILE 31005 >>>
Test Location.....Norlite

Employee Name,....
Employee Number...

Department:: «cwae s s
Comment....... Wi
Calibrator Type & Serial #... The loggers were enclosed in waterproof
Calibrator Calibration Date.. containers and were operating g#ring
i 1. Handlin
METROSONICS db-3100 SN 1163 V1.7 installation and remova e Eones
REPORT PRINTED 04/20/09 AT 12:50:01 generated artificats in the microp g
# OF PERIODS: 93 MODE: CONTINUOUS The cut-off lines in the table separate
PERIOD LENGTH: 0:15:00 the contaminated readings.
TIME HISTORY CUTOFF: NONE
Ln(l): 90.0% Ln(2): 99.0%
DATE: 10/03/08
INT TIME Lav Lmx INT TIME Lay Lmax
1 20:32:05 79.2 108.3
20:47:05 58.9 74.8 54 9:47:05 57.8 72.0
3 21:02:05 57.6 57.6 55 10:02:05 65.4 71.0
4 21:17:05 57.6 70.7 56 10:17:05 65.7 5 e
5 21:32:05 60.1 71.4 57 10:32:05 67.8 71.3
6 21:47:05 61.5 73.3 58 10:47:05 71.9 76.2
7 22:02:05 58.9 67.1 59 11:02:05 70.2 76.0
8 22:17:05 58.6 TLLT 60 11:17:05 67.1 73.6
9  22:32:05 61.1 71.5 61 11:32:05 68.2 76.4
10 22:47:05 60.4 74.3 62 11:47:05 62.8 74.5
11  23:02:05 56.5 64.5 63 12:02:05 64.8 69.8
12  23:17:05 56.6 61.9 64 12:17:05 60.7 7146
13 23:32:05 56.9 58.8 65 12:32:05 55.5 7.1
14 23:47:05 57.9 67.1 66 12:47:05 51.6 62.2
15 0:02:05 59.1 67.7 67 13:02:05 51.8 57.5
16 0:17:05 55,7 60.3 68 13:17:05 60.4 68.6
17 0:32:05 55.3 57.8 69 13:32:05 62.6 69.0
18 0:47:05 60.9 66.7 70 13:47:05 62.7 1.3
19 1:02:05 59.5 68.3 71  14:02:05 55.1 66.7
20 1:17:05 56.4 60.2 72 144+17:05 53.8 78.8
24 1:32:05 56.6 60.9 73 14:32:05 51,7 57.4
22 1:47:05 55.5 61.5 74  14:47:05 51.9 65.3
23 2:02:05 55,0 59.0 75 15:02:05 54.7 72.4
24 2:17:05 55.7 58.8 76 15:17:05 61.8 80.4
25 2:32:05 63.9 81,2 77  15:32:05 51,2 64.1
26 2:47:05 55.6 64.3 78  15:47:05 58.7 72.6
27 3:02:05 52.4 57.3 79 16:02:05 54.1 66.9
28 3:17:05 60.4 68.0 80 16:17:05 50.2 56.3
29 3:32:05 58.7 69.1 81 16:32:05 51,7 57.9
30 3:47:05 53.5 60.4 82 16:47:05 52.2 67.1
31 4:02:05 53.8 67.8 83 %;:02:82 2%'2 gg.g
3 4:17:05 2.9 60.7 84 $17: . .
3% 4:32:05 26.7 70.3 85 17:32:05 50.4 59.1
34 4:47:05 54,6 68.2 86 17:47:05 48.4 L )
35 5:02:05 BN o3 55,8 87 18:02:05 50.2 55.2
36 5:17:05 53.9 69.5 88 18:17:05 50.6 56.7
37 5:32:05 49,3 65.4 89 1832405 50.9 54.3
38 5:47:05 50.0 56.1 90 18:47:05 53.3 67.3
39 6:02:05 50.0 55.8 91 19:02:05 51.6 56.0
40 6:17:05 57.2 71.6 92 19:17:05 54.6 75.1
41 6:32:05 51.4 58.1 93 19:32:05 90.8 111.59
42 6:47:05 53.5 57.9
43 7:02:05 54.9 59.5
44 7:17:05 52.6 57.9
45 7:32:05 55,3 59.9
46 7:47:05 55.6 61.4
47 8:02:05 54.2 61.2
48 8:17:05 54.5 61.3
49 8:32:05 54.4 64.2
50 8:47:05 75.7 100.9
51 9:02:05 52,2 60.7
52 9:17:05 53.9 62.0
53 9:32:05 53.0 60.3
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Table A-1
Relative Response for
A vs Z Weighting
Nominal
Frequency A
Hz Weighting
(In 1/3 octave steps) dB
10 -70.4
12.5 -63.4
16 -56.7
20 -50.5
25 -44.7
31.5 -39.4
40 -34.6
50 -30.2
63 -26.2
80 -22.5
100 -19.1
125 -16.1
160 -13.4
200 -10.9
250 - 86
315 - 6.6
400 - 4.8
500 - 32
630 - 1.9
800 - 0.8
1000 0
1250 + 0.6
1600 %0
2000 -1.2
2500 +1.3
3150 +1.2
4000 +1.0
5000 +0.5
6300 - 0.1
8000 - 1.1
10 000 - 25
12 500 - 4.3
16 000 - 6.6
20 000 - 93

p.2



NOTES:
1) Topography from eerial photogrammetry by Axis Geespatial, LLC., Nov. 25, 2006
ground control for photogeammetry ted to NYS Piane NAD 83 coordinates.,

2) Crosa sactions, datum, and coreholes from Topogrephic Base Map by Continental Placer, in. ‘

- dated Nov. 9, 2001, last revisad Sept. 2002. .
Datumn for this map apparently 14 &t higher than NYS Plana NAD 83,
3) All corehala and basaiine elevations adjustad to maich tha NYS Fiana NAD 83
i {14 # subiractad from ell elevations previously shown). .
4) Property lines approximate whare shown. ; .
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