Awardees must use this template when drafting a public access plan for review and approval by DEC. Please provide a detailed description of all proposed uses, existing and proposed trails, and amenities.
In general, the allowed and prohibited uses should follow the guidance of the DEC’s WQIP conservation easement template found on the WQIP Land Acquisition Toolkit webpage.
All proposals (trails, amenities, and uses) are reviewed on a case-by-case basis by DEC.
You may delete this box when submitting.
WQIP – Awardee – Project Name – Preliminary Proposed Public Access Plan
Subsequent to the purchase of X property by X, a public access plan will be developed for the use and enjoyment of the X property by the public. 
The public access plan will allow for low-impact recreational use consistent with the purpose of the WQIP Land Acquisition Program to protect source water.  This plan will define and limit the location and nature of public access, and limit improvements in support of recreational uses. 
If there are any additional relevant plans for use of this property, please explain here. 
Public Access Area:
The public access area consists of X part of the property.  Any area to be excluded from public access is shown on the attached map.  
Public Access – Summary of Allowed Uses:
Uses: 
Public access will be limited to passive recreational use including educational activities, including X.
List uses of the property below (e.g. trails, hiking, cross-country skiing, fishing, etc.)
Trails:
Include a detailed description of each proposed property use 
Hiking:
Description
Parking:
Description
Controls on Public Access and Associated Improvements:
Impervious Surfaces: 
Roads, trails, parking lots, and other such areas on the property shall not be paved or covered with impervious surface materials.
Trails: 
Existing trails shown on the attached map can be maintained, repaired, and replaced in their current condition. 
Trail construction and maintenance must not cause water quality impairments and must conform to applicable DEC regulations and DEC’s WQIP conservation easement template.
The width of approved trails should not exceed a surface area greater than six (6) feet, and be surfaced with natural, impervious material….further information to include can be found in the WQIP conservation easement template.
Motorized Recreational Vehicles: 
Operation of motorized recreation vehicles is prohibited on the property. 
Signs & Gates: 
Signs, gates, fences or other barriers may be erected if necessary to manage the property and public access thereon, including but not limited to trail markers, kiosks and information signs to provide information about the rules and regulations governing use of the property….
Parking Lots: 
All parking lots must be built in a manner which will minimize tree removal, erosion, runoff, and adverse impacts to water quality of adjoining watercourses and waterbodies. Parking capacity should be limited to 6 car spaces. 
Prior to construction, confirm parking lot design and location to be in conformance with DEC Storm Water program guidance, or its current equivalent.
Site Map: 
Include map(s) of the entire property that shows:
· Riparian buffer(s)
· proposed/existing trails and trail types (e.g. grass, crushed stone, dirt, etc.)
· Proposed amenities (e.g. kiosk and benches)

Include a map of the parking lot with dimensions and location on the/to the property. 
